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Introduction 
The following report presents the results of the first round of surveys developed by the Commission on 

the MCC Statement of Faith.  Along with feedback forms on the MCC denominational website, the 

surveys were launched with the intention of initiating a grass-roots dialogue with the various 

constituencies of MCC as we begin our task: to review, renew, and update our MCC Statement of Faith. 

Email Addresses and their Use for Follow-up Questions and Responses 
In both surveys the Commission requested email addresses from respondents in case we wished to 

follow-up on a particular question or to clarify what set of responses to use in cases where more than 

one representative responded on behalf of a single congregation or affiliated organization. 

Some respondents have noted that requiring an email address means that the surveys are not 

anonymous.  This is, indeed, the case.  The Commission works with the understanding that our 

discussion is governed by the guidelines for "Holy Conversations" as modeled by the MCC Theologies 

Team.  While our intention has been to foster open channels of communication, the impact of our 

request has brought about anxiety for some respondents. 

One of our tasks is to foster an open dialogue with the broadest possible group of people who share a 

sense of investment in MCC's future.  With this in mind, we may occasionally reach out to clarify 

feedback or respond to a question. Though we have also created channels for anonymous submissions 

via the links listed below, we are grateful each time a respondent provides a means of two-way 

communication by providing an email address along with their questions, comments, or concerns.  

Links for Reading the Current MCC Statement of Faith 
The current MCC Statement of Faith is located in the Bylaws of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 

Community Churches in Article III – Doctrine, Sacraments and Rites.  As a part of the Commission's work, 

the current MCC Statement of Faith is now easier to locate on the MCC denominational website: 

 English: http://mccchurch.org/statement-of-faith/ 

 Spanish: http://mccchurch.org/declaracion-de-fe/ 

 Portuguese: http://mccchurch.org/declaracao-de-fe/ 

 German: http://mccchurch.org/glaubensbekenntnis/ 

Links for Submitting Additional Feedback 
The Commission continues to seek feedback from all interested parties.  If on reading the information 

contained in this report you would like to submit comments, questions, or concerns to the Commission, 

you may do so through the MCC denominational website: 

 English: http://mccchurch.org/sof-feedback/ 

 Spanish: http://mccchurch.org/ddf-feedback/ 

 Portuguese: http://mccchurch.org/ddfp-feedback/ 

 German: http://mccchurch.org/glaubensbekenntnis-feedback 

http://mccchurch.org/statement-of-faith/
http://mccchurch.org/declaracion-de-fe/
http://mccchurch.org/declaracao-de-fe/
http://mccchurch.org/glaubensbekenntnis/
http://mccchurch.org/sof-feedback/
http://mccchurch.org/ddf-feedback/
http://mccchurch.org/ddfp-feedback/
http://mccchurch.org/glaubensbekenntnis-feedback
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Church Practices around the MCC Statement of Faith Practices 

How we publicized the survey 
MCC Communications sent invitations directly to pastors, lay delegates, and network leaders. Network 

leaders were asked to distribute the information again to the congregations and affiliated organizations 

in their territories. We also included information on the MCC denominational website and links to the 

survey in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and German. 

Dates of collection: 1 June - 10 July 2014 

Number of unique completed submissions: 49 

Rate of return: 25% 

Q1, Q2 - Churches and affiliated groups that participated 

 

Argentina ICM Argentina en Ciudad de Buenos Aires 

Australia (2) MCC Brisbane, MCC Sydney 

Brazil (3) ICM Baixada Fluminense, ICMPR do Paraná, ICM de Belo Horizonte 

Canada MCC Windsor 

Chile ICM Casa de Emmaus Chile 

Cuba Igesia San Lucas 

Germany (3) Basisgemeinde MCC-Hamburg, MCC Köln e.V., Salz der Erde MCC Gemeinde Stuttgart 

Honduras Iglesia de la Comunidad Metropolitana de Honduras 

Mexico (3) Casa de Luz ICM, ICM Cristo en ti Monterrey, ICM Guadalajara 

UK (3) JourneyMCC, Living Springs MCC, MCC Brighton 

Uruguay ICM Uruguay, Diaconía Cristiana en la diversidad 

 

USA (29) Achurch4me MCC of El Paso Milwaukee MCC 

 All God's Children MCC MCC of Louisville Open Arms MCC 

 Cathedral of Hope UCC1 MCC of Our Redeemer Pikes Peak MCC 

 Church of the Trinity MCC MCC of the Blue Ridge Resurrection Beach MCC 

 Founders MCC MCC of the Coachella Valley Resurrection MCC 

 Heartland Community MCC MCC of the Quad Cities Shenandoah Valley MCC 

 Holy Cross MCC MCC San Antonio Spirit of Life MCC 

 LifeJourney MCC MCC Winston-Salem Valley Ministries 

 MCC Albuquerque MCC of Greater Saint Louis Water of Life MCC 

 MCC Detroit Michigan Spirituality Center  

 

                                                           
1
 Rev. Jim Mitulski, who has dual standing with the United Church of Christ and is ordained in the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) and MCC, responded on behalf of Cathedral of Hope UCC (Dallas, TX). 
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Q5 - Does your congregation use other language to name the Statement of 

Faith?  

 

Fourteen percent (14%) of respondents identified other names for the Statement of Faith, including:  

 Creed (3) 

 Covenant 

 What We Believe 

 Founding Statement 

 Confession of Faith 

 Confession of Inclusive Faith 

 

No 
86% 

Yes (see below) 
14% 
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Q6 - Does your congregation use the MCC Statement of Faith in any way? 

 
Just over two thirds of respondents use the MCC Statement of Faith.  Depending on the individual 

respondent's answer, we asked one of two further questions about how the local congregation or 

affiliated organization uses the Statement of Faith or the reasons for not using it. 

Yes 
67% 

No 
33% 
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Q7 - Where does your congregation use the MCC Statement of Faith? 

 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

6% - In our bulletins  

31% - On our website 

23% - In brochures or handouts (e.g., for visitors) 

77% - In materials for new members 

0% - In our hymnals 

31% - In liturgical statements 

6% - On a projection screen or display during services 

17% - Other (see below) 

 

Among the seventeen percent (17%) of respondents offered other choices that included Bible study (2), 

sermons, Sunday school, and one congregation's standard operating policies and procedures. 
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Q8 - Why doesn't your congregation use the MCC Statement of Faith? 

 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

19% - Our congregation doesn't agree with it. 

6% - Our congregation doesn't understand it. 

38% - It is not relevant to our congregation. 

44% - It does not fit in with our liturgy. 

13% - It does not reflect my (the respondent's) personal convictions. 

25% - It's too long. 

38% - We don't know why we don't use it. 

19% - Other (see below) 

 

Nineteen percent (19%) of respondents offered other reasons for not using the MCC Statement of Faith. 

Of these three (3) congregations noted that they had developed their own statements. One (1) 

congregation noted that their members have not progressed beyond their previous faith traditions so 

they stick with the Apostles' and Nicene creeds. 
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Q9 - What other declarations of faith does your congregation use? 

 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

Note: Respondents were instructed to mark all applicable responses. 

22% - The Apostles' Creed 

46% - "Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again" 

2% - The Athanasian Creed 

8% - "Jesus is Lord" 

16% - The Nicene Creed 

30% - None of these 

33% - Other (see below) 

 

Multiple congregations report using the following additional faith statements: 

 The Confession of Inclusive Faith (A Christian Creed of Indonesia) 

The three (3) congregations responding from Brazil all note their use of this creed. 

 A New Creed by The United Church of Canada 

Two (2) congregations, only one of which is located in Canada, report using this creed. 

Only one (1) congregation reports each of the following additional faith statements: 

 The Eight Points of Progressive Christianity (2003 version) 

 Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ 
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 Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 

 "Yeay, Jesus!" 

 Personal statements 

Copies of these creeds and statements are included in the APPENDIX I – ADDITIONAL FAITH STATEMENTS USED 

BY MCC CONGREGATIONS. 

Q10 - Please explain the rationale for the use of any text(s) in lieu of or in 

addition to the MCC Statement of Faith. 
 

 [We use this] as an Affirmation of Faith as part of the opening of celebration, worship or 
gathering weekly. 

 We do not consider ourselves to be a creedal congregation. People are not required to adhere to 
any particular creed - not even,"Yeay, Jesus." But we seek earnestly to follow Jesus' teachings. 

 [It is] contemporary, fresh, [and uses] inclusive language. 

 As we profess faith in Jesus, we also acknowledge many diverse paths to God. We have 
participants in worship that are Jewish, Buddhist, Agnostic... So we name our particularity but 
emphasize the universal. 

 We use this in addition to the MCC Statement of Faith because it more accurately describes our 
inclusive, open-minded (Progressive) Christianity. 

 The [Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ] is comfortable and familiar to many of 
our congregation members. But more importantly, it is more inclusive than many of the other 
creeds, and speaks more directly to God's presence in the world. 

 It makes our faith real. 

 We created it. 

Q11 - Are there other comments that you would like to share with the 

Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith? 
 

 1. I suggest that we delete the word all in A.7 "The Church serves to bring all people to God 

through Christ"  This change is more in line with our belief that all other faith traditions are 

equally valid. I don't think we are really trying to convert people from other faith traditions.    

 2. I suggest that we reword the last part of B7 to say "All may freely participate in the 

communal meal, signifying their belief in God's inclusive love through Jesus the Christ and desire 

to commit their lives anew to the service of God."    I think this change is more inclusive and 

removes "requirements" for coming to the table which are not in line with are statement that 

ALL are welcome.    Thanks  [name and email address] 
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 Acho que seria interessante que a questão ecumência e do dialogo inter-religioso transparecesse 

no nosso credo. 

 Creo esta muy completa y definida. 

 É a declaração que move nossos corações ,parabéns MCC. 

 Es importante tener una palabra sobre la Madre de Dios, por los hermanos provenientes del 

catolicismo. Tomandola bajo esta mirada de la Madre de Dios. 

 Hoping for something progressive, modern and more fully inclusive. 

 I always thought the United Methodist Church was wise when they decided, over two centuries 

ago, to "leave the Statement of Faith" as originally adopted. They then gave pastors and lay 

people alike the freedom to interpret it as they chose. 

 I am grateful for this opportunity to create conversation about our MCC Statement of Faith and 

open it up for new meaning and spiritual discernment as a global communion. 

 I am not certain why now, but please let's not make this complicated. I worry that we are getting 

less clear and more ambiguous in our denominational level info and won't be very useable. 

 I believe that our Statement of Faith needs updating desperately and it does NOT belong in our 

bylaws going forward. 

 I like the language but it takes a long time to say it. 

 Ich halte eine Neufassung des bisherigen Glaubensbekenntnisses nicht für nötig. Es ruht in den 

By-Laws, beschreibt ansatzweise, was in der MCC geglaubt wird und tut niemand weh. 

 It seems located incorrectly in our bylaws.  It would be great if there was a poetic form or a sung 

form of the Statement of Faith that was uplifting, artful. 

 My favorite saying is: "Love God, love one another - everything else is window dressing."  The 

rest may be pretty or ugly, decorative or utilitarian, but it is still window dressing. 

 No la hemos profundizado, ya que los nuevos hermanos, vienen con sus profesiones de fe de sus 

iglesias de origen, las cuales se fusionan en su mayoria en el credo niceno o en el simbolo 

apostolico, razon de lo cual habria que hacer una declaracion de fe, que al igual que los "Credos" 

fueran faciles de memorizar, orar en comunidad y faciles de comunicar. 

 Según lo estoy conociendo ya estaba muy familiarizada con la declaración de fe del ICM, y que 

ademas necesitamos conocer mas en Honduras sobre IMC; MCC. Aqui en Honduras estamos por 

los momentos clandestinamente como Iglesia porque se esta marginando mucho a los que 

trabajan con minorías sexuales. Estamos con la idea de expandirnos en casi todo el país. 

 Thank you for your ministry and work on this project.    Question 8 did not allow multiple 

selections. [NOTE: This was fixed upon receiving the report and the respondent was given the 

opportunity to submit new responses.] 

 The Statement of Faith is used in membership classes, sometimes other phrases are used in 

worship but historically we have had many different expressions used from time to time. 

 To be able to embrace and support fellow members from other Faith traditions. 

 Una disculpa por el tiempo de respuesta, bendiciones y oración por este gran esfuerzo y sabemos 

que Ampliará el sentido de igualdad, respeto a la diversidad, placer, genero y sexualidad. 

 We add another line in our declaration of faith.  It goes like this:  Christ has died, Christ has risen, 

Christ lives, Christ will come again. 
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 We also use UUA statement of principles and beliefs because the content is so good. 

 We do not use a traditional Creed or the MCC Statement except for the Website, because it does 

not seem important to our people that we do use it, and we are too diverse to use any one. 
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Survey for Individuals regarding the MCC Statement of Faith 

How we publicized the survey 
MCC Communications sent invitations directly to the broadest possible set of respondents including 

over 7,000 Friends, Members, and Clergy of MCC. Network leaders were asked to distribute the 

information again to the congregations and affiliated organizations in their territories. We also included 

information on the MCC denominational website and links to the survey in English, Spanish, Portuguese, 

and German.  Finally we announced the survey on various Facebook pages and offered several 

reminders. 

Dates of collection: 1 June - 10 July 2014 

Number of unique completed submissions: 855 

Response by Language 

 

English 
87% 

German 
2% 

Spanish 
8% 

Portuguese 
3% 
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Q2 – Role of the Respondent 

 

Notes 

1. Respondents were instructed to check all roles that apply.  Thus the numbers do not add up to 

855 (or 100%). 

2. Clergy includes all respondents who noted that they are actively serving in MCC, as well as those 

who are retired or serving in other capacities and denominations. 

3. Respondents marking Deacon, Board member, Lay delegate, and In-care (clergy in training) may 

also be generally assumed to be members of a local MCC congregation. 

4. Respondents marking LEAD candidate/graduate, Network leader, and MCC staff may not 

necessarily be members of a local MCC congregation. 

5. Respondents who did not choose a pre-defined category and whose write-in responses do not 

clearly dispose them to the categories of Clergy, Member, or Friend are marked as 

Indeterminate. 

6. Many respondents used the write-in response field to note other capacities in which they have 

volunteer or serve in MCC congregations and in other denominations, including Sunday school 

teachers, music ministers, web creators/editors, choir members, program coordinators, 

committee members/chairs, board moderators, etc.  Many also noted roles that they previously 

held with their local congregations. 

9 

179 

53 

117 

23 
12 

50 

313 

119 

34 
14 

4 12 



13 
 

Q3 - Age of Respondents – Worldwide 

 

Q3 Subset - Age of Respondents – Outside of the USA 

 

under 18 
0% 18-25 

3% 

26-35 
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The two graphs on the previous page offer an insight into the age ranges within MCC in the United 

States and elsewhere in the world.  While a full fifty percent (50%) of respondents worldwide are over 

fifty years of age, that percentage decreases to just under thirty percent (30%) when the US population 

is bracketed.  Outside of the United States there are significantly more respondents in the 18-25, 26-36, 

and 36-50 age ranges, suggesting a younger demographic. 

 

Q4 - Response by Country of Citizenship 

 

In addition to these, less than two percent (2%) of respondents are citizens of each of the following 

countries: 

 Bolivia (1) 

 Dominican Republic (5) 

 Guatemala (1) 

 Jamaica (1) 

 Kenya (1) 

 Portugal (1) 

 Romania (1) 

 South Africa (3) 

 Spain (5) 

 Uruguay (4) 

 Dual Citizenship (13) 

 Did Not Report (8) 

Argentina - 2%

Australia - 2%

Brazil - 4%

Canada - 4%

Germany - 2%

Mexico - 2%

Other - 6%

Phillippines - 3%

UK - 5%

USA - 71%
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Q6 - Gender 

 

Write-in responses include Two-Spirit (2), Dual or Bi-Gender, Cisgendered, Intersex, Trans-identified, and 

Not Applicable. 

Q7 - Orientation 

 

Notes 

1. Multiple choices were allowed for this question.  

2. Other includes Pansexual (7), Leather, Sex Positive, and None. 

Female 
38% 

Male 
53% 

FTM 
2% 

MTF 
2% 

Gender Queer 
4% 

Other (see below) 
1% 

55% 

31% 

7% 7% 6% 
2% 2% 1% 

Gay Lesbian Bisexual Queer Straight Other (see
below)

Asexual Not
specified
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Q10 - Were you aware that MCC has a Statement of Faith in our Bylaws? 

 

A solid majority of respondents reported an awareness that the MCC Statement of Faith is currently 

incorporated in the denomination's Bylaws. 

  

Yes 
82% 

No 
13% 

I'm not sure. 
5% 
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Q11 - What do you think is the purpose of the MCC Statement of Faith? 

 

Notes: 

1. Respondents were instructed to check all responses that apply. 

2. The graph above represents only responses that received at least a twenty-five percent (25%) 

response rate.  Full data is presented below. 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

 76% - It binds us together as a movement/denomination.  

 46% - It binds us together with other churches (ecumenism).  

 43% - It situates us within mainstream Christianity.  

 72% - It bears witness to our faith.  

 54% - It makes information available to people looking for a church.  

 37% - It teaches us what we believe (catechesis).  

 25% - It teaches me about my faith.  

 2% - I don't know what the purpose is.  

 4% - It's not important to me what the purpose is.  

 1% - I prefer not to comment.  

 7% - Other (see below) 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
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faith.
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Write-in comments include: 

 Bezug zur Kirchengeschichte und unseren vorausgegangenen Geschwistern im Glauben. 

 [I didn't read it.  I'm new to MCC.] 

 Es ist der Grundkonsens, der die Glaubensgemeinschaft definiert. 

 Even though I believe the above checked boxes are the purpose of the Statement of Faith, I 

personally do not believe all the statements and the Statement does not convey my personal 

beliefs. 

 Exclude those needing a welcoming community but unable to concur with credal language about 

Jesus. 

 Gives us a framework for a dialogue about the impact what we believe has on who we are. 

 Gives us something to preach for/against/wrestle with, a conversation partner, identity "starting 

places."   It will also reflect the current context and will become historically significant when 

preparing the next Statement of Faith/confession/creed. 

 Have ticked the above as I feel that's what the Statement of Faith should be doing. 

 Historically, creeds have addressed specific crises in the church - Nicene, Athanasian, 

Westminster Shorter Catechism - they are only interesting in a historical context and of little 

value to the present day. 

 I believe the original purpose was to speak to our identity...but it does not currently do that. 

 I believe this would better read, "It bears witness to our common faith."  As even among 

believers in a single church, there is diversity and commonality. 

 I don't think it accomplishes any of those things anymore because it does not embrace enough 

diversity and tries to pull us into a "mainstream," which does not exist in the same way. 

 I don't believe all this and most MCCers may not either. 

 I doubt individual [local MCC church name] have any knowledge of the MCC Statement of Faith. 

 I think if we really insisted upon everyone believing this it would divide more than it binds but it's 

probably comforting to those who most need us.   False advertising?    Not sure. 

 I think MCC's current Statement of Faith is woefully inadequate to describe the reality of how 

MCC lives out theology 

 I think the purpose of the Statement of Faith as it stands was to "legitimize" us as "mainstream." 

I am uninterested in being "mainstream" and hope the new Statement of Faith will describe 

what binds us for the purpose of unifying us and telling the world who we are without shame. 

 I'm not sure….. 

 It affirms our belief that, in Christ, "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 

free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." 

 It attempts to summarize and declare our agreed upon beliefs. 

 It binds us together as a part of the Church Universal, without the dogmatic strictures of the 

Historical Creeds. 

 It bolsters the legitimacy of the organization. Ideally it would bear witness to our faith, but I 

don't think that is an effective way of accomplishing that goal. 

 It changed my life from despair to acceptance. 
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 It defines us as a Christian church, regardless of what the haters may say. 

 It defines us as Christian (and that's a good thing) and not just 'spiritual'.  It keeps us 

theologically sound. 

 It denotes inclusivity. 

 It gives us purpose and focus. 

 It helps people differentiate us from other Christian denominations. 

 It identifies us as Christian. 

 It identifies us as part of the historic Universal Church and announces our belief in, and faith 

commitment to live, the Christ Way. 

 It is a list that has no application to reality within our denomination. 

 It is a necessary element of by-laws for a religious corporation. It also contains some of our core 

beliefs. 

 It is a reflection of the mission of MCC. 

 It is an evolving articulation of a people drawn together to express the presence of God's 

unbridled Love that informs their mutual relationship. 

 It lays the spiritual framework that undergirds all we do as a global movement. 

 It protects us from those who seek to exclude, and from those who use God or the Bible as a 

weapon! 

 It reminds us that we are one and all loved and welcomed by god who is love no matter what. 

 It removes many restrictions that other religions have imposed upon the LGBT community and 

gives us dignity. 

 It seems dreary and political to me - not a living faith in Jesus as Friend and Saviour. 

 It should not be a uniform that everyone has to wear. 

 It states in a concise manner what our denomination confesses to believe in. 

 It states what are the foundational beliefs of MCC as a denomination. 

 It states what MCC's membership is supposed to believe and adhere to. 

 It's fashionable. 

 It's most likely the first 7 above, however, the current one reads very fundamental. 

 It's very Evangelical Protestant, but your application is very "emergent." I'm not entirely sure if 

your purpose as expressed through actions and the Statement of Faith are in harmony. 

 My sense has been that the Nicene and Apostles' creeds are emphasised more than Statement of 

Faith. 

 My sense is that the purpose of the Statement of Faith when it was written is quite different from 

the purpose it should serve today.  It looks like an attempt to enumerate all that MCC had in 

common with the wider Christian church (i.e. to combat the notion that MCC was not a "real 

church"), rather than to affirm that which sets MCC apart and is the reason that it needs to exist. 

 Nos brinda la base común de la fe que profesamos. 

 Not sure what original intention was; wish we didn't have one; we're too diverse for such 

generalizing statements. 

 Statements of faith and creeds almost unavoidably exclude people. 
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 The 2 teaches items??  I thinks the word "expresses" maybe be more appropriate...do we need to 

be "taught" what to believe? 

 The current Statement of Faith is not helpful and I have not used it in years. I would hope that 

our new Statement of Faith was flexible on open, a statement that can be changed and adapted 

easily.  I hate the thought that there is only one way that we indicate is the "right way" to 

encounter God. 

 The purpose is unclear. 

 This is one of the most important statements putting its arms around and defining this group of 

Christians. 

 To me it is like a mission statement that people don't really read anymore. 

 Unclear if this refers to current statement or the potential of what it could be.... if current then 

only item 3 "situates within mainstream" applies. 

 We are not bound together with a set of spiritual beliefs, we are too diverse, so whose faith is 

being stated anyway??? 

 With due respect I am not certain how faith statement would be constructed with such the 

diverse variety of worship services and gatherings 

 

Q12 - If you are (or ever have been) a member of MCC, were you presented 

with the Statement of Faith as part of a membership class? 

 

 

  

Yes 
56% 

No 
13% 

I don't remember. 
26% 

I am (or was) a 
member of MCC, but 
did not go through a 
membership class. 

5% 
* Does not include  
non-member responses. 
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Q13 - Where would you expect to find the MCC Statement of Faith used? 

 

Notes: 

1. Respondents were instructed to check all responses that apply. 

2. The graph above represents all responses that received at least a twenty-five percent (25%) 

response rate. 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

 25% - In church bulletins 

 89% - On the MCC denominational website 

 77% - On a local MCC church website 

 66% - In brochures or handouts (e.g., for visitors) 

 85% - In materials for new members (e.g., membership class) 

 9% - In hymnals 

 24% - In liturgical statements 

 13% - On a projection screen or display during services 

 4% - I have no expectations. 

 6% - Other (please specify) 

Write-in comments include: 
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90% 89% - On the MCC denominational
website

85% - In materials for new
members (e.g., membership class)

77% - On a local MCC church
website

66% - In brochures or handouts
(e.g., for visitors)

25% - In church bulletins

24% - In liturgical statements

13% - On a projection screen or
display during services

9% - In hymnals

4% - I have no expectations.
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 A modo de presentación antes de iniciar la liturgia. En nuestro caso mediante el proyector. 

(Argentina). 

 Actions are more important than all the words and written materials. Love is what is important. 

 All of the above 

 Along with a local church vision and mission. 

 Along with Core Values 

 As a part of theological discussion 

 As a reference within local Bylaws 

 As part of sermon series and study groups 

 bei Infoständen (z.B. CSD), selbstverständlich im Gespräch  :-) 

 Bulletin board 

 By Laws 

 Christian Education beyond membership classes 

 Christian Education classes 

 Church records 

 En estudios bíblicos así como correos difundiendo la palabra de dios 

 En la vida misma a través del testimonio 

 En todas las actividades de la iglesia 

 Es kann im Gottesdienst und in liturgischen Äußerungen benutzt werden, muss aber nicht. 

 Expectation leads to disappointment. 

 Hard to locate on our MCC web site (our bylaws in general). 

 Hard to state this without seeing the finalized Statement of Faith. For instance, the UCC 

Statement of Faith in the form of a doxology works well in a liturgical setting. The use of the 

UFMCC Statement of Faith will depend on its form. 

 How it is used in the local congregation would probably depend greatly on how much that local 

pastor and/or congregation agree with it. 

 I have only ever been asked about it by people from outside MCC. It is not a Statement of Faith 

that I am proud of and so choose not to use it.  I would hope that our Statement of Faith could be 

broad enough to encompass the variety of entry points that our community comes from.  I would 

hope that it would place us at the forefront of progressive thought and understanding. 

 I think the above ONLY if it is revised and accurate.  As is stands, it's embarrassing and I wouldn't 

use it anywhere. 

 I would ask one of the church leaders if I were interested in reviewing that information. 

 If it were more authentic in representing our diversity. 

 In Bylaws 

 In church histories, in seminaries (to identify MCC theology) 

 In compelling YouTube & social media sites, and in plenty of other languages. 

 In conversations and actions that embody the Statement of Faith as we reach out in the local 

and larger community 
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 In small group spiritual exploration classes, discussion groups and inferred/embodied in prayers, 

rituals, music and sermons 

 It could be used in all of the above if it were relevant enough to each congregation. 

 It needs to be seen often, as a reminder for members, while informing guests and inquiries the 

mission, morals and standards of MCC'S Christian values to worship and live by.  

 It should be accessible for those trying to find out who we are as a denomination and should 

inform decision making processes locally and at the denominational level. 

 Liturgical statements should echo but not necessarily strictly adhere to the exact wording of the 

Statement of Faith. 

 [Local MCC congregation] focuses on its Values Beliefs Vision & Mission.  This includes some 

components of Statement of Faith. 

 Nowhere. We shouldn't have one (we should be non-credal, like the Disciples of Christ). 

 On Social Media 

 Only if a local wants to 

 Posted in the vestibule 

 Preparation training for speaker bureau visits to non-LGTBQI churches and other dialogue where 

our identity as Christians might be misunderstood 

 Quite flexible 

 Se deberán escoger aspectos relevantes en cada presentación. 

 Shorter version for the ones I didn't check 

 Should be brief, recognise Jesus as friend and Saviour and be included in every communion 

service. 

 Should be easily available upon request by interested parties. 

 Some of the uses I checked can be parts of the statement, not necessarily the whole thing. 

 Uncertain if there are conflicting or overlapping statements from local churches. 

 Wall 

 Web site 

 What I have checked is where I think it would be appropriate, but not necessarily mandatory. 

 Within each individual church's bylaws 
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Q14 - What topics do you feel strong SHOULD be included in a revised MCC 

Statement of Faith? 

 

Notes: 

1. Respondents were instructed to check all responses that apply. 

2. The graph above represents only the top ten responses. 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

 27% - Biblical authority 

 40% - Christian living 

 43% - Discipleship 

 52% - God (as Father/Parent) 

 57% - Human rights 

 60% - Jesus Christ (Christology) 

 51% - Justice 

 7% - Last things (eschatology) 
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64% - MCC's calling

60% - Jesus Christ (Christology)

58% - The Church's mission

57% - Human rights

53% - What it means to be
community

52% - God (as Father/Parent)

51% - Justice

48% - Who is the Church
(ecclesiology)

48% - The Holy Spirit
(pneumatology)

46% - The relationship of Church
and culture and/or society
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 64% - MCC's calling 

 27% - Religious pluralism 

 34% - Salvation (soteriology) 

 12% - Sin (hamartiology) 

 58% - The Church's mission 

 33% - The earth as God's creation 

 48% - The Holy Spirit (pneumatology) 

 46% - The relationship of Church and culture and/or society 

 35% - The Trinity 

 8% - The Virgin Mary 

 53% - What it means to be community 

 48% - Who is the Church (ecclesiology) 

 4% - There are no topics I feel strongly should be included. 

 13% - Other (please specify) 

Write-in comments include: 

 (1) The Holiness of God and how it relates to us, as God's children.  

(2) Inclusive language and traditional language.  

(3) Biblical Jewish history as it relates to the New Testament Church and to us today. 

 A Statement of Faith discussing the Trinity would by definition include The Holy Spirit, Jesus 

Christ, and God. A Statement of Faith with the Church's mission would necessarily discuss the 

relationship between the Church and society, justice, human rights, discipleship, Christian living, 

and imply MCC's calling. Most of these are interconnected. 

 A vivência em Comunidade como norteadora do sentido da vida; Ecoespiritualidade. 

 A welcoming space of worship for other faith traditions then actually practicing that. 

 Acceptance of validity of other faith backgrounds (non-Christian - God based) 

 Acknowledge diverse views in MCC. 

 Again, my hope is for flexibility and not one right way to be considered a member of MCC.  I 

want there to be as many ways as possible for people to encounter the holy and not to be 

excluded because of a dogmatic, rigid Statement of Faith. 

 All of the above in the broadest possible terms. 

 All persons are created equal and deserve equal rights and protection, regardless of age, gender, 

sexual orientation, race, ability or disability, born or unborn. 

 An affirmation of openness to many right ways of thinking about God and all things spiritual 

 An explicit reference to Sophia, the female avatar of Holy Wisdom, as one manifestation of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 An inclusive church for those seeking a closer relationship with who God is to you 

 Apostles' Creed and Lord's Prayer already say all there is to say! 

 Apostles' Creed 

 At this time I feel it should not be changed at all. 
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 Being LGBT 

 Being transgendered and our place in the church 

 Care for Creation and the gift of Life, working for liberation from all oppressive and exploitive 

systems, the God intended equality of all people, Called into relationship and wholeness with the 

each other and the Divine; we are saved from despair, degradation and concepts of fear, 

isolation and dualism through God's gift of grace. One with God. God is Love. The Church as The 

Body of Christ and the centrality and Sovereignty of Christ, belief in the finished work of Christ, as 

the Living Word made flesh in Jesus and in us. The witness of Scripture record/the Bible: 

interpreted, through reason, faith and conscience by the Holy Spirit. God's dream: The destiny of 

humanity formed in the character of Christ. The destiny of a world where God is the illumination 

of all. The ministry of reconciliation given to us. Unity of purpose in the Body of Christ, 

celebrating its diversity.  Openness to dialogue and mutual cooperation with other faiths; 

recognition of Christ in other people's spiritual journeys. Commitment to ecumenism. Love as our 

highest moral value and passion for living the Great Commandment as witness to the Great 

Commission given to the Church by Jesus. 

 Christianity being the religion Jesus taught (in contrast to the religion about Jesus), that there 

are many paths to God. 

 Continuing radical hospitality 

 Creio na salvação para todos e todas, não sendo privilégio cristão. 

 Don't leave anything out that is in there now.  To do less would be unchristian. 

 Earth as God's Creation for me should be inclusive of the science of evolution and focus on 

environmental stewardship as an act of faith. 

 Ecumenismo 

 Egalitarianism and inclusivity 

 Ein MCC Glaubensbekenntnis muss (eigentlich) mit dem Apostolicum, dem Nizänum und dem 

Athanasische Glaubensbekenntnis korespondieren. 

 El rostro femenino de Dios 

 Embodiment, being created in God's image, gender & orientation as divine expression 

 Eschatology - I'm not sure it does define how we work out our belief e.g., someone who believes 

in the Rapture of the Church, tribulation etc. tends to shy away from changing 

environmentalism, human rights, etc. as they believe God will do this in the Millennium, Post 

Millennialists tend to be more interested in these things as they are preparing the world for 

Christ's return (the worst example of this is the Holy Roman Empire, perhaps a better example is 

the early Quakers, Methodists and Salvation Army), Amillennialists tend to produce big 

documents and doctrinal statements like Statements of Faith - hahaha- just joking I think this is a 

great/ important thing to revise. 

 Faith as a lifelong process not an unchanging concept we defend at all cost. 

 Gender and Sexuality 

 Given the call of MCC, I think the most important inclusion would be to address its founding call. 

There is much work to yet be done and many denominations still struggle with its witness. 
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 Given the diversity of beliefs within MCC, I would recommend as few topics as possible, i.e., less 

is more. 

 Glaube, Liebe, Hoffnung; unser Verhalten anderen gegenüber (Akzeptanz, Inklusion...); an das 

prinzipiell Gute im Menschen; dass Gott immer bei uns ist, egal wo wir sind, und wann wir uns 

zum letzten Mal (oder überhaupt) mit ihm beschäftigt haben 

 God (without the Parent delimiter) 

 God as Creator not (parent), diverse understandings of Jesus, Spirit and Creation as a Quattrinity.  

Role of the Bible as more diverse. 

 God as creator rather than parent, Christ as brother, we are all God incarnate. 

 God as Creator, no gender reference 

 God but not simply God as Parent- we need to broaden our understanding of God beyond this 

metaphor. It's also perplexing to me that there is no mention of queerness in these options! 

 Goddess/god's love for all, the unity of humankind 

 God's love as truly unconditional 

 God's unconditional love for all 

 Good to keep it simple with broad strokes to allow people to find themselves within the 

statement. 

 Holy Communion, Baptism, spiritual unity of believers, Human Destiny 

 Hopefully it will still allow people who may not be typically Christian to still be a part of MCC 

church life. 

 How often is it revised or at least reviewed 

 How our faith informs our love and our lives; More interfaith than Christian 

 Human sexuality is a gift from God. Religion is inextricably tangled with politics. 

 I believe the Holy Spirit represents female/intuition, the Marys in the Bible, God the Mother. My 

prayers begin our Father and Mother who are in Heaven 

 I don't believe in the Trinity.  I have one-ness Pentecostal background.  If Trinity is included, a 

oneness alternative could be given or it takes away from church inclusiveness. 

 I really see no need to change it from what it is now. 

 I'm not familiar with the statement. 

 Inclusion vs exclusion,  open communion celebration 

 It depends on whether this is a brief Statement of Faith or more of a Catechism or Book of 

Doctrine... 

 It's about love. 

 La diversidad sexual como derecho del ser humano 

 La Unicidad: 3 manifestaciones (sin mencionar el término "personas") distintas del mismo Dios //  

Postura respecto al bautismo en agua // 

 LGBTTIQ Sachen 

 Link God's creation, our calling and the Progressive Christian principles, social gospel, and 

economic, ecological and relational stewardship. 
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 Living as a Person of Faith - "Christian Living" has a lot of baggage worldwide.  Also, "Scriptural 

Authority" might be more palatable...and NEEDS some openness to being a living document, 

influenced by the continued revelation of the Spirit/God/Christ in other documents. 

 Love is the main thing. Everything springs from that. I find [it] helpful to begin with what the 

bible says love is and what God has shown me love is and then live life. All the above topics are a 

resounding gong if love is not the premise of study. Also… the Trinity doesn't have a parable for 

explanation, unless you experience it on a person to person level. 

 MCC  calling mission and how God loves use no matter who we are we are welcome 

 MCC's Open Table practice 

 MCC's understanding and welcome of people of all Gender Identities and Expressions 

 Me gustaria que cada declaraciond e fe se consolide con algun pasaje biblico para poder 

reafirmarlo. 

 Ministerio 

 Missão da Igreja 

 Monogamy 

 No need to redefine Christianity, just what makes MCC unique. 

 none excluded 

 not applicable to me yet 

 Only things that we pretty much expect everyone to agree on. 

 Other denominational teachings,  i.e. Torah, Koran, Buddhist, Agnostic and Atheist teachings 

 Our humanness as Divine spirit incarnated like Jesus 

 Parent - really? How about God as what is the substance of everything created on every atom of 

the universe and as an entity which influences more than the humans on this planet. Therefore 

as something/someone beyond our ability to put in a box that we can get our minds around. 

How about more questions than statements? 

 Priesthood of all believers and communion of all faithful,  Ecumenism (if it applies at all) 

 Progressive Christian theology 

 Progressive Christianity, Inclusiveness 

 Queer people of faith having a safe place to worship in community! 

 Radical Hospitality and the charism of Love (which may fall under some of the above categories 

and feels vital to our praxis as MCC) 

 Religious Pluralism as it relates to Interfaith.  Our path is that of Christianity, yet we embrace the 

philosophy that the Mother Father Creator has many children. 

 Resurrection;  Keep it as simple as possible. 

 Sacraments with Rites and Rituals 

 Sacraments, liturgy and mysticism 

 Sacraments, rites, rituals 

 Sexual ethics - God know what THEY are, maybe it's a different document? 

 Sexual ethics as part of God's intention for humanity 

 Sexuality 
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 Simply use The Apostles Creed. NOT the Nicene. 

 Sin as separation from life  not morality 

 Something about the Sacraments 

 Something to the effect that "God is still Speaking" and how that works in MCC 

 Spiritual Journey as a personal responsibility buy a work of the community 

 That no one/nothing can separate me from the love of God - not even a church! 

 That some pastors need to do what they preach and walk it… 

 The Apostles' and Nicene Creeds have defined the Christian faith completely and sufficiently for 

many centuries. 

 The basic foundations of being a Christian such as "Justification by Faith", "Jesus as the way, 

truth, and life". 

 The Christian scriptures are our primary source for guidance in in faith and practice; justice and 

human rights should be connected to our mission as a church and as followers of Jesus. 

 The crisis of our present day is becoming the justice church - we need a creed that will help 

people rally around this calling. 

 The importance of community and helping others 

 The importance of process in faith development, the practical implications of the statement 

 The Nicene and Apostles' Creeds are the only clear Statement of Faith any Christian needs. 

 There are very important things on the list that flow out of living the Statement of Faith, rather 

than necessarily being in its text.  The Statement of Faith should summarize the core rather than 

being a treatise on theology in all its ramifications. 

 These things currently included in Nicene and Apostles' Creeds.  All others should be present in 

related documents or Headings in Bylaws. 

 Those I checked off are touched on rarely.  Because of the range of religious beliefs, the sermon 

is used to let you make your own conclusion in my opinion. 

 To me justice, mission, human rights are mission and vision arising from faith, so not something 

I'd stress in a Statement of Faith. 

 unsere Gottesvorstellung; der Wunsch Ökumene zu leben 

 Using the Bible to guide us into all truth, wisdom and education and growth of personal & church 

community. Grace of Christ covers all sin - past, present & future as it taken care of of the cross. 

 We are a people seeking to live into the witness of God through Jesus and the continued 

movement of the Holy Spirit spoken to people in all places for this time. 

 Welcome for all to services, communion, and programs. Salvation + redemption & nurture in the 

journey in wholeness 

 While I do not now consider myself Christian, since MCC is a Christian Church, Christ should be 

included. 
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Q15 - What topics do you feel strongly SHOULD NOT be included in a revised 

MCC Statement of Faith? 

 

Notes: 

1. Respondents were instructed to check all responses that apply. 

2. The graph above represents only the top ten responses. 

Responses (in the order of the original question) 

 24% - Biblical authority 

 10% - Christian living 

 5% - Discipleship 

 5% - God (as Parent) 

 4% - Human rights 

 4% - Jesus Christ (Christology) 

 4% - Justice 

 30% - Last things (eschatology) 

 3% - MCC's calling 
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42% - The Virgin Mary

36% - Sin (hamartiology)

33% - There are no topics I feel
strongly should not be included.
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12% - Religious pluralism
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7% - The earth as God's creation
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 12% - Religious pluralism 

 18% - Salvation (soteriology) 

 36% - Sin (hamartiology) 

 4% - The Church's mission 

 7% - The earth as God's creation 

 5% - The Holy Spirit (pneumatology) 

 6% - The relationship of Church and culture and/or society 

 17% - The Trinity 

 42% - The Virgin Mary 

 4% - What it means to be community 

 5% - Who is the Church (ecclesiology) 

 33% - There are no topics I feel strongly should not be included. 

 9% - Other (please specify) 

Write-in comments include: 

 A statement defining us apart from some of these might be very powerful, but Lord, have mercy! 

I am praying for you. A Statement of Faith of a bunch of feral kittens would be easier! 

 Altmodische Wörter und Ausdrücke - wie heute. 

 Anything too dogmatic, or anything that would alienate people of all faiths, or no faith, from 

joining MCC 

 Any politically based language 

 Anything referring to gender identity 

 Anything that suggests WE only have the way... 

 Anything that supposes that we believe one (or the same) thing. If literal, the statement that 

Jesus is foretold in the Hebrew Testament is problematic. I'd love to have "baptized" removed 

from the rite of membership; it is too easily interpreted as a requirement. 

 Baptism and being Christian should not be required for membership. 

 Biblical authority, like all of these, would depend on how it is specifically phrased 

 Creo que ninguno de estos temas deban ser excluidos aunque yo prefiera sólo algunos. 

 Die Menschen rechte deswegen nicht, weil diese auf dem christlichen Glauben beruhen und 

politische Statements sind (was anderes als Statements sind sie leider nicht) 

 Doctrine requirements 

 Don't include things that exclude. 

 El primero si estuviera redactado de la siguiente manera: "No hay temas que sienta que deberían 

ser excluidos" 

 Fencing language used to tell people what you are not. 

 Gender related topics. 

 GLBT IS FINE - STOP WITH THE QUEER WORD, IT'S LIKE THE N WORD TO MANY!  PLEASE 

 God as father/mother/parent is creating God in our image and limits our 

understanding/experience of God. 
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 Human rights are too culture-specific to the West in general and the U.S. and its self-serving 

foreign policy to be in a Statement of Faith. 

 I am not comfortable with the narrowness of the definition of God as parent, of Jesus Christ (as 

in only one Christological approach), the "virgin" Mary 

 I checked the box for "Jesus Christ". I am open to having Jesus included, but not in a way which 

prevents religious pluralism. 

 I don't think the Church should specify or imply what is or isn't a "sin". That's a God rule. 

 I feel the mission statement should be kept simple and easy to understand. 

 I find when the bible is given authority it becomes a law unto itself, when this happens, people 

have this tendency to put themselves "under" this law ... and it causes them to fall from grace. 

This is a very harmful teaching as it robs people of the continuous flow of the Holy Spirit. In the 

bible it is also said that the letter brings death ... and the spirit brings life and ... as in other times 

in my life ... I choose life.  In addition to this, I find a lot of confusion exists around anything 

eschatological and in the Book of Acts Jesus said that it wasn't given to us to know the times the 

Father set in his power but to proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth ... this might be 

the reason for the confusion ... as God does not author confusion. 

 I hope the Statement of Faith will not be "creedal" in the traditional sense, or "orthodox", and 

will be broad enough to include a plurality of theologies. 

 I would rather we spoke of the nature of revelation, and reference the bible within that broader 

category.  I am uncomfortable with the use of the phrase "Last things" to describe eschatology.  

The phrase "Christian Living" has been co-opted by US centered cultural Christianity and has very 

negative connotations for me. 

 If by pluralism we mean, MCC is comprised of many faiths, I would be opposed.  [Local MCC 

congregation] wants to be part of a network of churches seeking life through Jesus.  If by 

pluralism you mean, "While we respect other faiths and work with them on areas of agreement, 

we seek God through Jesus," then I would be fine with that. 

 If we can't get past the idea that God has as many forms as God has and the idea of the Trinity is 

too limiting I think we should just fold into UCC. 

 I'm not comfortable with Biblical authority because too many people use it as a hammer. It is our 

guide to faith and life. 

 I'm not familiar with the statement. 

 I'm not sure what is meant by "Virgin Mary". 

 I'm undecided. 

 It is appropriate to address all these topics not necessary as tenets of faith but certainly as part 

of the evolving witness of the cloud of witnesses. 

 Keep it simple and broad. 

 Lack expertise to answer. 

 Less focus on the language of creeds and philosophical traditions; less emphasis on what we 

believe and more on the way we believe. 

 Limiting our understanding of God to a parental role is limiting and actually problematic for 

many MCCers. 



33 
 

 MCC's calling implies our Church's mission in my mind and wouldn't the statement imply an idea 

of living our faith? 

 Membership prerequisite of baptism 

 My take on Christianity tends to only look at what Jesus said...the rest...the Old Testament...a 

chosen tribe running around in circles in the desert with God throwing lightning bolts at 

them...has no resonance with me...whatever I do or don't believe - the words of Jesus speak to 

me of love and compassion for all beings - I personally think that message gets lost or minimized 

buried in all the rest of the stories we've heard a million times...and honestly I get tired of...how 

do we as human beings become compassionate for everyone...and love everyone in the sense of 

metta expressed in Buddhist thought? 

 Not applicable to me yet 

 NOT Jesus - the Christ as saviour! (that's disguised fundamentalism)  NOT Christ will come again; 

Christ is already here!  NOT the Atonement!  

 Not statements or and justification to external authorities/others 

 Not sure what you mean by Biblical authority; whose interpretation? 

 Nothing should be removed from the Nicene and Apostles' Creeds. Do a better job of teaching 

them. 

 Perhaps Biblical authority, too, unless it is a very well educated, progressive statement. 

 Pluralism is okay, but avoid official endorsements of other religious traditions. 

 Politics 

 Politics or extraneous statements outside of the fundamental elementary Christian foundation. 

 Progressive Christianity 

 Reference to Baptism as a requirement...or ANY language that implies exclusion 

 Rigid creeds 

 Same answer as above [At this time I feel it should not be changed at all.] 

 See #17. Other comments. 

 See above [No need to redefine Christianity, just what makes MCC unique.] 

 See the note at item 14. [There are very important things on the list that flow out of living the 

statement of faith, rather than necessarily being in its text.  The Statement of Faith should 

summarize the core rather than being a treatise on theology in all its ramifications.] 

 Separate Core Values and Beliefs should include most of these topics.  UFMCC has worked hard 

since beginning to NOT get tied up in doctrine or dogma...rules.    Be careful as these are loaded 

and if they're part of Statement of Faith will restrict membership. 

 Soteriology as wholeness rather than escape from "original sin"; I do not believe in original sin as 

traditionally taught. 

 Soteriology only through Jesus 

 The statement on the Trinity should NOT include an inaccurate statement on the "procession" of 

the members of the Godhead as is found in the Nicene and Athanasian creeds. 

 The topics listed above should be included; I do not see anything from this list that should not be 

included. 
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 There isn't anything I would exclude, but certain things like the Blessed Trinity don't lend 

themselves to summary. 

 Things we don't require for membership or fellowship. 

 This Statement of Faith should be entirely inclusive, giving Authority to the Creator, but not be a 

work of Mulligan Stew, where everyone puts something into it and leaving people or beliefs out. 

 To emphasize, the concept of "sin" as traditionally presented should be ABSENT from the 

Statement, unless couched as an explanation that what is usually referred to as "sin" is simply 

"separation/alienation from God". 

 Todos los temas deben estar sujetos a revisión 

 Topics beyond the Creeds should be supplemental and not foundational. 

 Topics for inclusion or not for inclusion would be to define the MCC's faith view. As with the 

UMC, the danger is that as things change, it is easy to lose sight of the call that brought the 

church into being. 

 Transgender 

 WHILE ALL of these I've checked ARE important and MAY be appropriate to an MCC Statement of 

Faith, I would hope they would be treated inclusively and using a progressive Christian lens. 

 While I don't object to any of these items being included, I think for the sake of being succinct 

and compelling, brief is better (the rest of the info can be in a supporting document). 

 While I personally believe in these principles, and others, they are more specific to and better 

addressed within particular communities according to context. 

 Would like to see something come out of the process that is not at all "branded" as MCC and 

does not mention MCC. A Statement of Faith is not a declaration of denominational affiliation 

but is instead the embrace of a much broader theology (and ecclesiology). 

Q16 - Traditionally the name of the document we are currently reviewing has 

been the MCC Statement of Faith.  If you had the chance to name it again, what 

name would you suggest? 
 "How We Believe"  "How We Live Our Faith"  "Why We Believe" 

 "Including Faith" 

 "MCC Statement of Faith" is fine with me. 

 "MCC Statement of Faith" sounds fine to me. 

 "Our Core Values" 

 "Our Statement of Faith" 

 "Statement of Faith" is fine. 

 "Statement of Purpose" or "Statement of Calling" or simply "Who We Are" or "What Binds Us 

Together" 

 "Testemunho do Amor Inclusivo" 

 "What we affirm" 

 "What we Believe" 

 "What We Believe" 

 A Creed of Faith for Human Rights 
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 A primer to faith....who we are expands greatly past that 

 The Ties That Bind Us (As a Community of Faith)  b. Were We Stand as MCC 

 Aclamación de Fe a Cristo 

 Actually, we currently have a statement of Doctrine in our Bylaws. Statement of Faith is fine; I 

am open to other possibilities. 

 Acuerdo de fe 

 Así está bien. 

 Beliefs  http://www.mcctoronto.com/who-we-are/what-we-believe 

 Beliefs and Guiding Principles 

 beliefs of MCC Church 

 Beliefs that we share and hold in common 

 Concordo com o nome atual 

 Confesión de Fe de ICM 

 CONFIRMAÇÃO DE SUA FÉ 

 Confissão de Fé ou Profissão de Fé 

 Continuaria com o mesmo nome, sem mudanças. 

 Core Beliefs 

 Core Beliefs 

 Credo 

 CREDO ICM 

 Creencia de ICM 

 Current name is fine 

 Current name seems reasonable. It's also something of a mission statement, but more than that. 

 Currently the Bylaws say Doctrine.  It would be wise to remove this language at the next General 

Conference.  There is possibly more than one faith, or belief.  Could there by a way to reflect our 

diversity in beliefs while affirming our unity to carry out the message of Jesus to love, along with 

justice and mercy? 

 De igual manera lo nombraria Declaracion de Fe de ICM. 

 Debido a que se incluyen preceptos de fe y practicas (bautismo, comunion, ritos, etc) el nombre 

está bien aunque los correcto seria "Declaracion de Fe y Practicas de ICM" 

 Declaração de Fé 

 DECLARAÇÃO DE FÉ CRISTÃ 

 Declaração de Fé da ICM 

 Declaração de Fé Universal das ICM's 

 Declaracion de Fe de ICM 

 Declaración de Fe de ICM 

 Declaración de Fe es Correcto 

 declaración de fe universal de ICM 

 Declaración de Principios 

 Declaration of Faith 
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 Declaration of Faith 

 [Don't know] 

 Doctrinal Statement  I actually like Statement of Faith 

 Don't change it. 

 Don't change it.  It unites us with other Christian denominations. 

 Don't know 

 Don't know enough to comment.  I am new to MCC 

 Don't know-no real suggestion 

 EL MISMO.... 

 Está bien así 

 Estoy de acuerdo con el actual nombre del doc. 

 Expression of Faith 

 Faith Calling  or  Call to Discipleship 

 Faith for All: A Statement of Faith of MCC churches Worldwide. 

 Faith of all believed 

 First of all is it necessary to change the name.  Simply, MCC Statement of Beliefs. 

 Foundation? 

 FUNDAMENTO DE FE DE ICM 

 Glaubensfundament 

 Global MCC Statement of Faith 

 Guiding Principles 

 Guiding Principles of Our Faith 

 Historically statements of faith have been labeled creeds, I think as a sub name (UFMCC Creed) 

might be a good thing. 

 I am for retaining the name. Progressive, dynamic, non-dogmatic and radically inclusive 

articulations in a denominational Statement of Faith is, in and of itself, a revolutionary re-

imagining of what 'Faith' is and how it should be stated. 

 I can't come up with a good alternative name. 

 I could see 2 documents- a "Statement of Faith" & a "Statement of Ethos" One being a statement 

that list a few very basic theological commonalities and one listing our practices and our justice 

base. 

 I don't feel strongly about changing the title. 

 I don't know 

 I don't know, but maybe something more contemporary in wording that might reach some of our 

un-churched folks who come in our doors. 

 I don't mind the current title but "MCC - What we Believe" is quite straight forward - especially 

for non-Christians who are trying to figure out what Christianity is all about. 

 I don't think it needs to be renamed. 

 I feel it is named correctly. 

 I like "Statement of Faith" 
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 I like "Statement of Faith" or "Statement of Belief", or "What We Believe" 

 I like it as is 

 I like it as it is. Straightforward and clear. 

 I like Statement of Faith 

 I like Statement of Faith, though the disconnect between the denominational statement and 

what folks in the pews experience is troubling. 

 I like Statement of Faith. When people ask what we believe it answers the question very well. 

 I like the actual name. 

 I like the current name. 

 I like the current name. 

 I like the name. 

 I like the name it has - MCC Statement of Faith 

 I like the name that it has. 

 I like the Statement of Faith. 

 I like the title as is. 

 I like this name. 

 I like this name. 

 I prefer the did name and I get used to it... 

 I see no reason to change it. 

 I suggest we keep the same name. 

 I think "The Statement of Faith" is perfect. 

 I think it is Perfect as is. 

 I think it's aptly named. 

 I think Statement of Faith describes the document very well. I was thinking of "MCC Creed" but 

that sounds too old fashioned. 

 I think that putting doctrinal statements into the bylaws creates the expectation that every MCC 

member will believe them, when in fact several that are currently enumerated have been issues 

of contention from almost the very beginnings of Christianity.  And will the presence or absence 

of any of what is currently in the SOF make any difference to how MCC exercises its ministry?  I 

don't believe so, and for that reason I think that both Article II and III.A can be replaced by the 

Statements of Vision, Mission and Values (subject to any legal requirements for how the objects 

of the organization need to read). 

 I think the existing name describes it well. 

 I think the name if fine. 

 I think the Statement of Faith is well suited. 

 I think this is the right name. 

 I would keep it as is, but wouldn't mind if the majority voted to change it. 

 I would keep the current name. 

 I would keep the current name. 

 I would leave it as MCC Statement of Faith. 
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 I would leave the name as it is now. 

 I would not change it. 

 I would not change it. 

 I would not change it. 

 I would not change it. 

 I would not change it. 

 I would not change it. It is important to know what we believe and be proud of it. 

 I would not change the name. 

 I would not change the name. 

 I would not change. 

 I would not rename it.  It is clear as it is currently. 

 I would prefer a word less definite than "statement." I think I would like something that feels a 

bit more open for the reader, especially new folks. Maybe something like "tenets" or "principles." 

I believe Unity calls theirs "basic principles," of which there are 5. Can't recall what the UU's call 

their 5 off hand.... 

 I would prefer, "What We Believe," but the existing title is fine. 

 I would suggest leaving it as it is. 

 I would suggest words less formal than statement. MCC Expression of Faith might be good 

enough to replace statement. For me, the word "expression" makes it more personal to the 

individual members of the church. 

 I wouldn't change it. 

 I wouldn't change the label at all. 

 Ich fände es toll wenn ein anderer Name dafür gefunden würde, da der Name 

Glaubensbekenntnis für mich sehr negativ besetzt ist. "Versuch eines Glaubensbekenntnisses" 

z.B. wäre mir lieber . 

 Ich finde, diese Bezeichnung sollte beibehalten werden. Bei aller Offenheit in viele Richtungen 

vergessen wir sonst zu oft, was uns eint. 

 Ich würde es lieber als MCC Leitbild bezeichnen wollen. 

 If it isn't broke don't fix it. 

 If word 'commitment' could be incorporated.Encoura [sic] 

 I'm OK with the current reference to it. 

 I'm okay with the current name. 

 In Search of Truth, Joy, Liberty, Justice and Freedom! 

 Invitation to Understanding 

 It is; what it is. 

 It seems like a Statement of Faith should be personal. Perhaps the current Statement of Faith is 

more like "What We Believe" 

 It shouldn't be changed. 

 It would be nice to have something more poetic but I don't have anything to offer at this time. 

 It's fine. 
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 It's fine. 

 Julgo o nome ótimo!! 

 Keep. 

 Keep as is. 

 Keep it as is. 

 Keep it as our Statement of Faith. 

 Keep it the same. 

 Keep the name. 

 Keep the name. 

 Keep the same. 

 Leave as is. 

 Leave as is. 

 Leave it as is. 

 Leave it as it is.... 

 Like the terminology. 

 Lo mantendría igual 

 Love and community reimagined 

 M.C.C. Statement of Faith 

 Mantendria el mismo nombre 

 Many Faiths, One Body 

 MCC  IDENTITY  or   MCC  DOCTRINE 

 MCC - What We Believe 

 MCC - What We Believe 

 MCC Basic Beliefs 

 MCC Belief statement which is a Statement of Faith. Bible is the inspired word of God. Written by 

men under the direction of the Holy Spirit. And should be taken verbatim. 

 MCC Belief Statements 

 MCC Beliefs and Call to Action 

 MCC Calling of Faith 

 MCC common values 

 MCC Core Christian Values 

 MCC Creed 

 MCC creed 

 MCC Creed 

 MCC Declaration of Belief in Society 

 MCC Declaration of beliefs 

 MCC Declaration of Faith 

 MCC Declaration of Faith 

 MCC Declaration of Faith (maybe) But I'm ok with whatever we call it: Nicene Creed, Apostle's 

Creed...any would be fine. 
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 MCC Faith Conversation Foundations 

 MCC Faith Statement 

 MCC Faith Statement 

 MCC Fellowship in Faiths 

 MCC First Principles 

 MCC Foundational Beliefs 

 MCC Mission Statement of Faith 

 MCC Profession of Communal Belief  MCC Profession of Faith 

 MCC Purpose 

 MCC Spiritual Principles 

 MCC Statement of Being Church 

 mcc statement of being honest 

 MCC statement of belief 

 MCC Statement of Belief 

 MCC Statement of Beliefs 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith 

 MCC Statement of Faith & Practice? 

 MCC Statement of Faith (keep it simple) 

 MCC Statement of Faith Commitment 

 MCC Statement of Faith is a clear title for this kind of document. I would not suggest an 

alternative. 

 MCC Statement of Faith is fine for me. 

 MCC Statement of Faith is perfect because it says what it is AND, for someone who is searching, 

it tells them clearly what we believe. 

 MCC Statement of Faith works for me. Gives a clear indication of what the document is. 

 MCC Statement ON Faith (would give a bit more latitude for the document to be broadly 

descriptive rather than prescriptive - and that would be my preference for MCC. 

 MCC Statements of Faith, Love, Hope and Acceptance 

 MCC Tennant of Faith 

 MCC Testimonial of Devotion 

 MCC Values & Inclusive Beliefs 

 MCC Vision Statement 

 MCC Welcome to Our Faith 

 MCC, a call to ministry 

 MCC:  A Discovery of Faith 
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 MCC: What We Believe 

 MCC's Calling and Purpose as a Denomination of multicultural faith and religion background. 

 MCC's Guiding Beliefs ("statements" seem more certain, clearly defining in/out, and immutable) 

 MCC's Theological Statement 

 MCC'S VISION 

 Me gustaría el nombre ESTO CREEMOS 

 Me parece adecuado el elegido 

 me parece correcto 

 ME PARECE CORRECTO TAL DENOMINACIÓN 

 me pareceperfecto DECLARACION DE FE  DE ICM 

 Mir fällt ad hoc kein besserer Begriff ein; "Glaubensbekenntnis" ist aber in der Tat etwas 

abgegriffen. 

 Mission statement 

 Mission Statement 

 Mission Statement of Joy and Love 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No Change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 No change 

 NO CHANGE IS NECESSARY 

 No change necessary 

 No change to name. 

 No change. 

 No change. 

 No change. 

 No different name 

 No need to revise "MCC Statement of Faith" 

 No que acreditadmos 

 No suggestions, Statement of Faith is sufficient 

 No suggestions. It should remain as MCC Statement of Faith, 

 No, MCC Statement of Faith is fine 

 None, keep it has is. 

 None, Statement of Faith sounds good to me 
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 None. Think what we have is great. 

 Not sure 

 Not sure on a suggestion but statement seems like quite a forceful word. I always thought MCC 

was a church made up of its members and therefore there should not necessarily be as rigid as a 

STATEMENT OF FAITH, rather more like guidelines (but not that word either!) 

 Nuestra Fe, nuestra Vida 

 MESMO 

 Ok with it... 

 Original name fine or 'What we believe' 

 Our beliefs 

 Our Christian belief 

 Our Core Beliefs 

 Our Denominational Calling 

 Our Faith - Who We Are 

 Our Gathering Beliefs; or Living Faith Stances 

 Our Shared Beliefs 

 OUR Statement of Faith 

 Our Statement of Faith 

 Perhaps "Principles" or "What We Believe" 

 Perhaps Statement of Faith and Belief 

 Position der MCC im Kontext des christlichen Glaubens und der Kirchen 

 Principios de Fe de ICM 

 Profissão de Fé da ICM 

 Qué creemos en ICM 

 quizás simplemente Declaración de Fe. O puede ser Declaración de Fe para los Cristianos/as de la 

FUICM 

 Resolution of Faith 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 Same 

 SAME 

 Same Name 

 Same...it's already a brand. So we can keep it that way. 

 Seems like an appropriate name! 

 Something more universal 
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 Something to vote on at General Conference but go home and do what you want isms 

 Sounds clear to me as is. 

 Sounds fine to me. 

 Spiritual Beliefs 

 Spiritual Foundations of MCC 

 Statement if Faith. That's clear and easily understood 

 Statement of Allegiance 

 Statement of belief 

 Statement of Belief or Statement of Faith 

 Statement of belief, faith and values 

 Statement of Belief? 

 Statement of call 

 Statement of Covenant 

 Statement of Faith 

 Statement of Faith 

 Statement of Faith 

 Statement of Faith and Beliefs 

 Statement of Faith and mission 

 Statement of Faith is a clear and understandable title. Don't try to turn it into some kind of 

politically correct construct. It is what it is. 

 Statement of Faith is clear and concise.  I would not change it. 

 Statement of Faith is fine 

 Statement of Faith is fine. 

 Statement of Faith is good. 

 Statement of Faith of MCC 

 Statement of Faith or belief 

 Statement of Faith seems an appropriate description. 

 Statement of Faith works fine, assuming it remains solely on defining our core beliefs, and does 

not branch out into a Mission statement. 

 STATEMENT OF OUR FAITH 

 Statement of Purpose 

 Statements of faith, relationships and mission 

 That's a perfect name. 

 That still works for me. 

 That's fine to me. :) 

 The Call to a Faithful Life 

 The Churches Confession of Faith 

 The Core Values of our Faith and Belief 

 The current name works for me.  My concern is that the statement right now is far too broad and 

vague to mean much. 
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 The Faith of MCC 

 The Heart of MCC 

 The Living Faith of MCC 

 The MCC Confession of Uncommon Love, The MCC Principles of Progressive Spirituality or the 

MCC Manifesto of Being (based on Micah 6:8 and Mathew 5:3-10) 

 The MCC Covenant 

 The MCC Faith 

 The name is fine with me. 

 The name is fine. 

 The same 

 The same 

 The same - it's clear and concise. 

 The title is not that important... most church web sites call it "What We Believe" 

 The witness of the ages past, present, and still becoming 

 Theological basis? 

 Things that bind us together:  Covenant Document: Faith as We Understand it Today 

 This is fine. 

 This name seems good. 

 To me that is the perfect description of the document. 

 Tradicionalmente se lo llamó CREDO, tomando la primer palabra de la profesión de Fe de Nicea. 

Aunque hallo que es mucho más actual llamarlo Declaración o Profesión de Fe de ICM. 

 Traditions of faith, Belief Traditions. 

 UFMCC CREDO UFMCC CREED 

 UFMCC Mission and Vision Statement 

 UFMCC Statement of Faith or 2014 (or year it is adopted) 

 Unser Glaube 

 Use The Apostles' Creed.  It stops all the politicism and tiresome egos. 

 We as One 

 We Believe Together... 

 We should NOT revise the existing creed; we could create an entirely new one. The existing one is 

an important historical artifact -- every bit as important as the Heidelberg Confession or the 

Theological Declaration of Barmen. Just because something is important historically does not 

give it authority over us. We are fiercely congregational, so it doesn't matter if have one or many 

creeds. 

 What makes us church 

 What MCC Believes 

 What MCC Believes or Our Faith or MCC's Faith or Our Faith in Action or MCC's Faith Story or We 

(MCC) Believe 

 What We Believe 

 What We Believe 
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 What We Believe 

 What we believe 

 What we believe 

 What we Believe 

 What we believe 

 What we believe' or 'Our Faith' or 'Guiding Principles'. A simple name is best. 

 What. We believe. 

 Who are We? 

 Who we are  Our Relationship with the Sacred  Our Journey with the Divine as MCC 

 Who we are: 

 Would not change it.   Answers specific question and requirement for membership and 

establishes us as a Christian church. 

 Yo pienso Declaracion de Fe es un nombre adecuado, o Articulos de Fe 

 YOU SHOULD OPEN UP POSTAL ADDRESS TO VARIOUS PASTORS UNDER MCC. 

Q17 - Are there other comments that you would like to share with the 

Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith? 
 A Christian's Statement of Faith was determined at the Council of Nicaea. Any other 

interpretation is walking a fine line into heresy and unchristian belief. 

 A little more emphasis, perhaps, on post-colonial articulations and the theologies of Struggle and 

Liberation. 

 A Statement of Faith is not going to matter much as long as MCC continues to lose people from 

its churches. The focus should be on rebuilding and reimagining the church, work to bring in new 

people who can take God's church to the next level. Otherwise, MCC will become a footnote in 

history. Thanks. 

 A Statement of Faith should also be at the individual level, i.e., each of us in our spiritual journey 

exploring our "holy spirit". 

 A Statement of Faith should be a unifying factor.  In a denomination like MCC, where people 

come from some many radically different religious tradition, attempting to define doctrine will 

only be divisive.  I can recall situations where the inclusion of the Statement of Faith in the 

bylaws discouraged people from becoming members. Sometimes they came from a tradition that 

did not practice baptism and the bylaws requirement that one had to be baptized in order to 

become a member turned them off.  In other instances there were points of doctrine in the 

Statement of Faith with which they did not agree, and they saw that as an impediment to 

baptism and/or membership. 

 Acredito que nossa declaração de fé já é bem esclarecedora de diversos pontos e acho muito 

legal a oportunidade que temos de contribuir para o aprimoramento dela, para que possamos 

nos tornar cada vez mais Igreja Inclusiva. 

 Al ser una iglesia ecumenica no creo sea correcto forzar a la aplicación del simbolismo catolico-

romano como la idoatria a vírgenes y santos, muchas otras denominaciones cristiana no lo 
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aceptan y debe tenerse presente para lograr realmente una comunión de fe en un solo Dios-

Diosa. 

 Also, our statement of beliefs: Christ died, Christ rose from the dead, Christ will come again 

needs to be preceded by a 4th statement Christ lived, died, rose, and will come again.  His life is 

so important for us to understand how we should live. 

 Although "accepting Jesus The Christ as my personal Savior" is often a "trigger" for many, 

especially those who have been victims of Bible Abuse, Legalism & Fundamentalism, to HAVE a 

Personal relationship with Jesus The Christ, having a Spiritual connection to the Savior, God, the 

Holy Spirit is essential to "being Spiritual"; I supposed some people after this statement would 

say, "DUH!".  Nevertheless, Believing in Jesus The Christ, KNOWING Jesus The Christ, is more 

important than rattling off a litany of dogmatic statements.  Experiencing Jesus The Christ, 

experiencing the Love of God, experiencing the utter acceptance & affirmation of The Holy in our 

lives (which ultimately is complete with realizing God loving US as we ARE in our inherent 

sexuality) is not something that can be invoked by a list of entries in a creed.  The Statement or 

Resolution of Faith is valuable in that it guides us into considering what areas our "faith" moves 

& exists.  If I personally knew how to ignite the Spiritual Hunger in people to seek God, to search 

for a deeper walk with The Divine, to yearn to be a better person, I'd say put THAT information in 

an MCC Resolution of Faith.  One of the greatest strengths of MCC, in my humble opinion, is the 

Diversity of Faith Walks that we share, that we do not disavow, the commonality of Community, 

welcoming different ideas, brainstorming spirituality without fear of rejection, it brings a 

richness to our 'movement' & our denomination that seems to me to be more Universal than the 

typical 'denomination'.  I am personally inspired by the Mission of MCC, the proclaiming of the 

Justice of God's Acceptance & Loving Us ALL, as well as inspired by the Leaders in our 

Denomination & their passion, sincerity, dedication & living the Love of God in action.  Forgive 

me for rambling.  May The Holy guide you all in your efforts to reenergize the Resolution of Faith 

of our beloved MCC.  Peace. Shalom. Namaste & Much Love in Jesus, [Name] 

 Although I would never want MCC to forget its Christian roots, the 21st century is not a Christian 

world. In order to be of service to all those who identify as part of the queer community globally, 

we must adjust our language to the theology that our educated leaders embrace. 

 Although we accept and honor other faiths, we need to remember our roots in Christ. 

 Apart from some fine tuning I feel that the Statement of Faith has served us well and is ok just as 

it is. 

 Appreciate the work you have agreed to. I will continue to pray for patience, strength, and 

perseverance in your quest which is indeed multicultural and eclectic, just like we are! I am 

hoping the statement reflects all of who we are. 

 As a believer in God, Christ and Holy Spirit, I was introduced to a concept (by a local interfaith 

minister) that has reshaped my beliefs. How dare we, as Christians that believe in an all-powerful 

God, think that God, in infinite wisdom and love, could not have presented his or herself and 

teachings, to other cultures in different forms? Such as Buddha or Allah. 

 As a denomination from diverse backgrounds, we need to be aware of all religious and non-

religious backgrounds.  As we are called to be inclusive denomination, we need to be aware that 
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not all members are from a Christian background and/or believe in the Holy Trinity.  We have 

some members and friends of the denomination that are agnostic and/or atheist.  MCC needs to 

be a multicultural and multidenominational church. 

 As noted above, [local MCC congregation] wants to be part of a network of churches who are 

clear about their desire to seek God through Jesus.  If the revised Statement of Faith is 

ambiguous about this, we would be deeply troubled. 

 At one General Conference, we briefly discussed taking the State of Faith OUT of the By-laws and 

letting it stand as a separate document.  That makes much more sense to me, since the By-laws 

are there for governance. 

 Back in the 80s, the Presbyterians were desperate for a new creed that would speak to a new 

generation with inclusive language and an emphasis on peace and justice. Just like every other 

committee in the history of Christianity, the confessions commission came back with a lackluster, 

watered down, regurgitation of some themes but not too radical. The new creed was too long be 

used in public worship, so was constantly being shortened for Sunday services. However, it is an 

important historical artifact about a particular crisis in that denomination and therefore worthy 

of study, but nothing more. Note: I am profoundly disturbed by recent movement within MCC to 

have "Mother Church" decide things for her children. It's human nature, I know, to appeal to a 

higher authority, but I believe "Mother Church" should be telling her children: "Grow up! Learn to 

live with differences." 

 Be broad in the Statement of Faith, and definitely not narrow, to allow for the diversity we 

encompass. 

 Because we are a fellowship of churches that function with vastly different religious backgrounds 

(among the first generations of our church) and vastly diverse understandings of how Christianity 

and Church function in the world, I hope that this group will stay away from missional or 

visionary language in this statement.  Denominational mission/vision cannot be the same in local 

churches...it's too broad.  Unless a very large church, local churches cannot meet such 

expectations.  Likewise, local church mission/vision cannot be the same at the denominational 

level...it's too specific.  Also, we have a Pentecostal influence in our church, so some language of 

testimony and witness may be helpful. And with our common understanding of God's justice, 

please find a way to embrace religious pluralism (interfaith ideology) as a function of diversity 

that need not exclude a Christ-loving foundation, even if we embrace people who observe 

traditions that don't necessarily include a "God".  Finally...THANK YOU!  Blessings on your work!  

-[Name] 

 Being gay is not a sin; Jesus did not teach that being gay is a sin. 

 BLESS YOU ALL! 

 Blessings on your important and beautiful work with us and on our behalf.  I know that many of 

us will be holding you in mighty prayer, and may the Spirit be ever present with each of you.  

Much love in Christ! 

 "Bylaws" continues to seem like an illogical home for a faith statement. 

 Can the raw data from this survey be released to the public for review and analysis? 

 Change is good. But too great a change is not. 
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 Christ called us to love one another.  For those who claim to the follow the way and teachings of 

Jesus, that should be first and foremost in any Statement of Faith or belief.  Everything else 

stems from that.  Sound familiar? 

 Commitment to the church and thing that the church does 

 Communion is central to our worship service. As a former Catholic, that is important to me. 

 Como iglesia Cristiana,  la declaración debe retener e incluir a Jesús como figura principal de la 

Iglesia. 

 Creo que deben revisar la traducción ya que hay algunas variantes en esta encuesta en 

comparación con la encuesta en inglés. 

 Creo que la declaración de fe, en su redacción y lenguage debe trasmitir  en franco equilibrio el 

horizonte incluyente de las creencias que nos mueven con la humildad suficiente para reconocer 

que el misterio divino es superior a nuestra comprensión y que por tanto somos respetuosos a 

otras tradiciones y comprensiones de ese misterio que trasciende a la condición humana. Por lo 

general los principios de fe suelen ser declaraciones dogmaticas que no habilitan esa parte del 

mensaje que le corresponde al Espíritu y culminan enredadas en los comportamientos 

fundamentalistas de sus seguidores. 

 Creo que seria importante realzar la importancia de ser una comunidad cristiana centrada en las 

enseñanzas de Cristo las cuales incluyen la inclusividad y los derechos humanos. 

 danke für diese wichtige Arbeit! 

 Debe ser más difundida esta declaración de fe, incluirla como link en todas las web de las iglesias 

locales. 

 Delighted you are doing this work - praying for you. 

 Disconcertingly enough, I understand that this is not an anonymous survey, nor one in which only 

information is being gathered, since I have already been contacted about my answers to 

questions in these surveys. Still, I have to say that I cannot imagine MCC having any real 

Statement of Faith any more. I feel like we have become an omnibus organization for GLBTQ 

rights. That's a fine thing and probably very needed. But it is not a church. 

 Do not use language that is too exclusive! 

 Don't leave Jesus out. 

 Eliminate all references to gender identity as female, creator, etc.  Acknowledge God as a Father. 

 Encourage churches to make wider use of Statement. 

 Es un lugar tan efimero que es una bendicion la cual dios nos ha puesto para servirle y serle fiel 

 ESTARIA BEUNO AL LADOD E CADA DECLARACION DE FE PONER LA CITA BIBLICA 

RESPALDATORIA DE ESA DECLARACION. 

 FFO years ago should not have been dissolved but instead should have been allowed to steward 

our evolving, binding strands of faith. This should have been an ongoing organized dialogue for 

decades. That kind of intentional ability to hear and prod the community would/could have been 

a basis for growth that has never been seen ( at least not for about 1700 years.) 

 Given the "sin"-drenched association of same-sex loving in the mainstream Christian church, we 

should be clear in our Statement that the only "sin" is activity/behavior that separates or 

alienates us from God/Spirit -- and that only exploitative or unconsensually violent sex is "sin." 
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 God is blessing. 

 God within the individual  Heaven within the individual  Love one another as Jesus has loved us 

 Good luck on what may be a contentious journey! 

 Good, and wonderful that our Statement of Faith, updated. 

 Gracias 

 Great work - praying for your process! 

 Having been in MCC leadership roles for >40 years, I have seen the Statement of Faith as an 

embarrassing, anachronistic concept that requires loyal church members and leaders to lie about 

what they really believe 

 Heaciss 

 Hoping that, in addition to crafting a new Statement of Faith, there is more clarity provided as to 

its purpose in the life of the local church.     A big thank you to the Commission for its hard work. 

 I am always deeply moved by the welcome and Spirit I feel when I attend MCC functions.    I fear 

that MCC as a denomination (and in my home congregation) risks losing its moorings in the 

"generous orthodoxy" (Brian McLaren) of historic catholic teaching (with important Pentecostal 

highlights! I perceive MCC as having a weak Christology among many of its clergy--many seem 

unwilling to teach the Church catholic's orthodox stance that God is Jesus, fully God and fully 

human, in his life, ministry with deeds of power, bodily resurrection, and expected return to the 

visible creation. If MCC continues to move away from a grounded and generous Nicene 

orthodoxy, we will lose our ability to speak within the Christian tradition about sexuality and 

other intersectionalities--most especially, we will lose the hearing of Catholics, evangelicals, and 

Pentecostals, because they will not recognize that we attempt to honour the same Sovereign and 

Messiah, Jesus as they do.    MCC Toronto has not done a good job of specifically Christian 

catechesis for several years (although this is changing slowly), and I do not want leave the 

denomination because I no longer trust it to teach the people I love truthfully/wisely/helpfully 

about the person and ministry of Jesus.    Human rights are important, but I heartily disagree 

that MCC should be known as "the human rights Church" as the core of our spirituality. Human 

beings are made in the image of God, and "human rights" language is a deliberately secularized 

Western liberal 'adjustment' of this deep and comprehensive reality. Human rights is a Western 

enlightenment philosophical project that is still mired in colonial and neo-colonial injustices 

(particularly in Canada, the UK, and the US). At the very least, when people ask us, "Why do you 

work for human rights?" the answer should hit on the image of God and its perfect Divine 

expression in the life of Jesus. 

 I am concerned about the erosion of the number of MCC churches. Perhaps research should be 

done as to why and if it can be helped by the new Statement of Faith. 

 I am far more interested in a document that describes, or attempts to describe, "right 

relationship" [rather than right belief or even right practice] as a theological statement:  right 

relationship to God, others, self, creation ... 

 I am glad it is being reviewed again to bring it in line with how our denomination has grown and 

to speak to the needs of the current and future generations. 
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 I am interested very much in how MCC might be tempted to fit itself into a "progressive 

Christianity" that could veer to a 'global' belief that isn't really Christian. 

 I appreciate the chance to offer feedback.  I am concerned about the future of the Church as it 

seems on a denominational level to be exchanging Christ's teachings and Biblical roots for a 

loose, confusing and easily misunderstood collection of liberal moral imperatives.   Christ is the 

foundation of MCC as we counteract genocide.  Christ is the center and reason for being MCC 

when we invite people to church.  Christ provides the iconography and the core teaching.  We 

lose Christ, we lose the church. 

 I appreciate the fact that you made this survey open to non-members. 

 I attended MCC churches while living in two different states (Alabama & Florida) and have to say 

that I missed being associated with MCC due to the fact that the first time I entered each of 

these churches I felt I had found a true church home. I miss that where I am now (in rural 

northern Alabama) and would like to see MCC establish a church in northern Alabama (such as in 

Gadsden, Aniston or even Huntsville (although Huntsville is a major distance from where I live)). 

This would provide myself and others like me to be able to worship God in surroundings where 

we know we would be truly welcome. 

 I believe our Statement of Faith should remain sufficiently close to the traditional creeds that it 

can be useful ecumenically, and retain our identity as a specifically Christian church. This need 

not exclude anyone, as I do not believe it is necessary to use it as a 'straightjacket' - members 

should always be free to question, doubt and challenge it. We can be inclusive of people of many 

faiths without losing our own Christian identity, from which our strength is drawn. 

 I believe that MCC is a place where people of multiple faiths can gather to focus on the openness 

of God, and use the example of Jesus for missional work. I do not think that we need to describe 

ourselves as salvation oriented, or posture Jesus as the only "method" of salvation, or even that 

there is a need for salvation. I think MCC needs to focus on being the - social justice movement - 

more than a Christian (or any other type) of specific/traditional church. 

 I believe there are some changes needed to include the multi-cultural, multi-faith communities 

that are part of MCC. 

 I checked LAST THINGS as important to include.  The reason is to dispel the 'home' as somewhere 

other than God's created earth. It is my belief that Christian beliefs supporting the coming 

Kingdom of God as a nether region has led to the destruction of the planet and its resources.  I 

would like out Statement of Faith to support the Kin-dom as here and now and as such we are to 

take care of the planet/resources as called for in Genesis. 

 I do not believe that the Statement of Faith should be in a governing document (By Laws).  I also 

do not believe that baptism should be a requirement of membership.  I think that many 

congregants considered themselves "members" of a church but have never officially joined the 

church or even know that they need to officially "join" the church to be considered a "member". 

 I do not feel it currently stresses that we are all God's children, and that religion does not give 

people the right to impose judgments....  that judgments are only to come from God 

 I do not think we need to reference the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds.   I don't think "bullet points" 

are an appropriate method.  It would be great to include a few Bible references to back up the 
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statements, and provide opportunity for personal study further on each statement.  I would like 

to see some references to eschatology, for example the return of Christ, the resurrection of the 

dead and the ultimate triumph of God over sin and evil - this is after all "the blessed hope". 

 I don't think it needs a drastic overhaul, just maybe some rewording here and there to relate 

better to today's culture. 

 I feel God will always lead the leaders of MCC in the direction he wants our churches to go in and 

I trust God with every part of my life. 

 I feel that it is important to keep the statements concerning belief specific, but the application of 

those issues general thus giving the specific application of those facts open to the local church. 

 I feel that this document is important for the continued growth of the denomination. However it 

is important to understand that this denomination not only came from a place of diversity but 

also continues to grow into a place of diversity. That being said it should be apparent that the 

ideologies laid out in this document are in no way set in stone (rules). 

 I fine Brian McLaren's book, A New Kind of Christianity, very helpful. Specifically, he discusses 

denominations and theological change on pages 246-251. 

 I guess over the years I have forgotten that we are so mainstream. I would like to see more 

acceptance of other religious beliefs. 

 I have difficulty understanding why we feel the need to rewrite our Statement of Faith. 

 I have observed that people react strongly both positively and negatively (myself included) to 

certain theological words ("sin" as only one example) rather than the underlying concept that 

may be meaningful.  Can any statement, which will be another de facto culturally and historically 

bound "snapshot", better avoid and/or unpack such laden terms, while affirming -- or freeing -- 

still very meaningful concepts? 

 I have various great-grandparents who practiced various 'faiths', none right or wrong, and I 

incorporated the best of them, along with my own 'spiritual journey' and common sense. 

 I hope this "statement" by whatever name will be REMOVED from the bylaws so that it can be 

revised as our calling is clarified as we live into it and are shaped by the Spirit.  Also, the above 

lists already make theological assertions (e.g. Jesus Christ, God (as parent), etc.) and I hope the 

statement will be more open than this implies. 

 I just don't see how someone can take the Bible literally period, much less be MCC and a 

fundamentalist. 

 I know that our church is very diverse, so much so that there are several faith traditions 

represented. I understand that we are inclusive, that we embrace everyone and his/her beliefs 

and philosophies; however, the maintenance of the Christian theme is what I would like to see as 

a strong tenet of MCC. 

 I like Rev. [names]'s approach that there are many pathways to God and Christianity is one of 

them. 

 I like the Statement of Faith as it is and don't see any reason or need to change it. 

 I love MCC. 

 I love the PC (USA)'s Brief Statement of Faith as a lovely model of what was shakin' 

(theologically) in 1982 for the PC (USA).  A Statement of Faith is a faith snapshot, a theological 
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selfie that will age and become, eventually, outmoded.  Enjoy the process!  I am praying for you 

and so proud of you for undertaking this. 

 I normally have the best shares for surveys like this the day after I complete and send in my 

survey.  Sigh! 

 I personally feel it is important to remain a Christian body with a lot of latitude in what Christian 

means--both progressive and conservative. 

 I personally would like us to continue to claim a 'Christian identity' without making that claim 

exclusionary.   (Thus the need for pluralism.)  I guess I would prefer a both/and position rather 

than an either/or position.  Both Christian and open verses Christianity is the only belief that is 

'Right". 

 I quit going to MCC because the pastor was talking about politics during a sermon. He was 

reminding people to vote... I am a firm believer in separation of church and state. We may have 

the say political views; I do not want to hear about them during a sermon... 

 I realize that there are some things that call for change as life moves on. However, my fear is 

that once we change certain things then we risk being like other churches and break apart I.e. 

Southern Baptist, Primitive Baptist.  I just need to pray about this more. 

 I remember reading Rev. Troy Perry's The Lord is My Shepherd with a friend. It was and is an 

incredible witness and it helped me in my faith journey. The MCC has been sort of like a 

Lighthouse that shed light on my path. Like many other witnesses of God, like the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church and even the UMC, it was born of a call to those excluded from the 

Lord's table and love by the established faiths. Sadly calls can be forgotten, as John Wesley knew. 

When he went to see a gay man in prison, his faithful followers were horrified. Today race and 

sexuality continue to cause unease. That idea of other seems to be a more fearful thing, than 

embracing and sharing faith. Worldly security is sought after in divisions even as in the days of 

the Sanhedrin. Blessings on your witness, your work and your faith! 

 I so appreciate your energy and spirit in this important ritual.  It is a monumental task to try and 

capture who we are as MCC...I am holding you all in prayer and meditations.  Thank you! 

 I STRONGLY advocate removing the Statement of Faith from our bylaws. I believe our future lies 

in affirming and celebrating multi-faith cooperation within our churches. Requiring anyone to 

adhere to all the tenets of a Statement of Faith in order to officially join our churches is the 

antithesis of MCC's history of radical inclusion. 

 I think churches are losing ground because we tell them what we think and believe instead of 

finding out what people's deep spiritual needs are and forming church around addressing those. 

We concentrate on the outer and leave people unfed spiritually which is internal. Feed them and 

they will take care of the outer things. 

 I think clarity on who we are as a denomination and what we believe is ultimately more helpful 

than having a theology that attempts to please everyone.  If the heart of our theology is radical 

inclusion, what are we including people in?  If we don't know who we are, what good does it do 

to invite others to be one of us? 
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 I think if we want to include the church's mission, MCC's calling, and/or relationship of church to 

society, it should have a sense of openness, dynamism, forward progress; that is, it should feel 

like God is still moving and speaking, and so are we, responsively. 

 I think it should be a separate document rather than part of the By Laws. 

 I think it would be helpful to outline our progressive theology in the Statement of Faith. It is 

helpful to have the various BIG theological categories so we can begin conversations with people 

about how we understand sin, salvation, eschatology, etc. There may not be enough consensus 

to come up with one statement, which I would understand. We get questions from people 

wanting to join the church about what MCC believes. At the very least, it would be helpful to 

have something that explains why we don't have a book of order or discipline or whatever so 

people get a sense of where we are in history, how new we are, our polity, etc. 

 I think that the Statement of Faith might include or point to the use of inclusive language 

(worldwide). Among other things inclusive language bound me to MCC and I think it's one of the 

finest things it offers in worship. And it's slipping; for me, it's got to be present in worship or, I'm 

not going to attend. As simple as that. MCC will always be the bedrock of my adult spiritual life. 

But feminism, as enacted in an inclusive liturgy is an absolute necessity for me, as much as the 

air that I breathe. 

 I think this is very important for the Church and its members. It gives us a basis when other 

Christians inquire or even challenge us. 

 I truly want MCC to remain a Trinitarian Christian Church. 

 I wish you well on this project.  It is difficult to bring together a document that speaks to all; I am 

sure you will do an amazing job. Whilst I know that to produce very loose documents will not 

satisfy some, I believe that there needs to be some flexibility in interpretation of a document that 

speaks of our faith, so that it speaks to our diversity. 

 I would encourage the saying of new things in traditional ways--to help build a bridge for 

"traditional" Christians who may be seeking a broader, but still mainline, base. 

 I would like it to include that we respect each other's understandings. 

 I would like the statement to be inclusive rather than exclusive. 

 I would like to leave it alone.  What is not specifically defined (grey areas) allows for growth, 

difference, food for thought, and conversation of who/what Christ continues to be, and the 

possibility of what Christ may become. 

 I would like to see the basic foundations of bible based Christian beliefs. I do not want the "new 

age spiritualism" and mysticism which includes astrology, dowsing for answers, speaking to the 

dead, etc.  I believe that these things damage our walk with the Lord and do not belong in the 

church based upon God's holy word.  Leaving ourselves open to acceptance of any belief is not 

healthy in my opinion.  I believe that we need to accept all people and then help in guiding them 

into a healthy and loving walk with our Lord Jesus and teaching the foundation of Christian faith 

which is Bible based. 

 Ich denke es ist wichtig zu unterscheiden, ob ich ein "Glaubensbekenntnis" suche, das meinen 

Glauben ausdrückt, oder ob ich mit einem "Glaubensbekenntnis die Position der Kirche 
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gegenüber den anderen Kirchen beschreiben möchte, dies wäre für mich kein 

Glaubensbekenntnis! 

 Ich denke, es ist Konsens, dass wir Gott verehren und Jesus zumindest als einen wertvollen 

Menschen und wichtigsten Glaubenslehrer ansehen, auf den wir uns berufen. Die Dreieinigkeit ist 

dagegen ein künstliches Konstrukt, das sich die frühe Kirche aus Missionsgründen ausgedacht 

hat - alle wichtigen Götter und Göttinnen in Europa und im Mittelmeerraum traten als 

Dreieinigkeiten auf. An die Göttlichkeit Jesu haben damals nicht alle geglaubt (ArianerInnen) und 

tun es heute auch nicht (Zeugen Jehovas und andere Glaubensrichtungen). Genauso verhält es 

sich mit Jesu Mutter (dass die nach der Zeugung von Jesus noch Jungfrau war, glaube ich sowieso 

nicht). Wenn wir die Dreieinigkeit und/oder die Jungfrau Maria in das Glaubensbekenntnis 

aufnehmen, schließen wir deshalb alle aus, die das nicht glauben können.    Auch halte ich es für 

möglich, dass Gott in verschiedenen Erscheinungsformen auftritt (auch in menschlicher/Engel). 

Wir sollten uns aber nicht anmaßen, ihn auf drei zu reduzieren. Das steht uns nicht zu. 

 ICM es una iglesia ecumenica, en nuestra congregación tenemos hermanos cristianos, judíos, 

testigos de Jehová como yo y de otras denominaciones donde no se acepta la iolatria ( que por 

cierto es parte de los mandatos bíblicos)  y creo que es prioritario notar que NO todos somos 

católicos y que en base a esto no se forze a incluir adoración a santos o vírgenes, lo cual crearía 

un conflicto interno al No INCLUIRNOS A TODOS en esa ideología. 

 I'd be disappointed if we became a social justice ministry rather than a Christian ministry. We're 

not Amnesty International, nor the ACLU, nor any of the other Human Rights organization. We 

may well support and endorse some of these groups. But what we are (in my view) is a Christian 

Church. 

 I'd like to see the statement be more about who we see ourselves as being and how we are 

connected to God and to each other,  what we believe life to be all about and how we can relate 

to each other and build community within our fellowships. 

 I'm not really sure how the Statement of Faith affects how things are implemented, but I 

appreciate you asking for my opinion. Bless. 

 I'm not sure how much tinkering should be done to something that works. I'm concerned with 

people taking positions in such a way it tears the church apart. 

 I'm probably the last person on earth you want to hear from...I do attend church regularly with 

the man I love for a number of personal reasons...he's been going to MCC for 20 years... 

 I'm so glad this work is being done! It is important on so many levels and I am grateful for 

everyone serving on the Commission, for your willingness. I'm also happy to discuss any of my 

comments and responses if they are not clear once you read my clarifications under "other" for 

that question. Thanks again, and many blessings to each of you. 

 Important to be inclusive. 

 In core values and beliefs we can state what the UFMCC generally adheres to or accepts and still 

allow for individual belief systems or traditions such as what is communion...memorial, actual 

body and blood, or transubstantiation.  We generally adhere to one but recognize that some 

believe in B or C and they are equally valid for the individual.  Or...we preach a three pronged 

message of Community, Salvation, and Christian Social Action.    Outside of the Creeds, the other 
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subjects can be included in a statement of core values and beliefs and be given weight as part of 

our By-laws while allowing a broader base of interpretation or adherence.     Right now, too 

many churches are preaching anything goes and that there are many paths and 'many gods'.   

When we stand for too much, we stand for nothing.  Need to make it clear that we are a 

Christian church above all.  Special groups for Muslims, etc., can be formed as outreach by MCCs 

but worship should never include worship to these other faiths.  A God by many names yes, but 

only the one true God and God is different than these others gods worshiped by Muslims, Hindu, 

etc. 

 In my church I see a division among age groups. We should not encourage separation among 

age groups but growth between them. 

 Inclusive language that is not sexualized 

 Individuals and local communities should define their own statement. 

 Invites back to MCC and unconditional fellowship. 

 Is the Statement of Faith the same as a Creed?  Should it be? Should there be a separate Creed?  

I don't know the answers but think they should be discussed. 

 It is important that every member of MCC be a true Christian and have had a spiritual 

reawakening before they be allowed to join any local church.  Because, those who aren't 

believers will try to destroy the church.  We can't allow a non-believer (wolf) be allowed to come 

in to the church hurt the members (sheep). 

 It is important that we accurately state what folks will hear in our churches. If we are preaching 

that no one has to believe in God or heaven or hell, then it shouldn't be in the statement. If we 

have blended theology, then we should state that. I think a majority of our congregation would 

strongly disagree with items in the statement. I think we need to reflect our actual diverse beliefs 

and that things can vary a lot from parish to parish. 

 It is most important that the product provide a foundation where the diversity of our faith beliefs 

are acknowledged and embraced rather than hidden. 

 It may not need to "come out" as a liberation, progressive document, but as we have led the way 

in challenging old ways of thinking about sex/sexuality, it should not try to keep us trapped in 

outmoded theological concepts, but be as relevant as our sexology has been. If it is "open at the 

top" it won't limit sophisticated and nuanced thinking about matters of faith, and those who 

wish to read more "traditional views" into it (or at least not be told they must relinquish such 

views) will also be free to hold on to the golden calves they are not yet ready to release. That can 

be done without enshrining "beliefs" that many thinking people cannot with integrity affirm. 

 It needs to be revised on a Universal context applicable for all Christian Denominations, nations 

and races. 

 It seems that although many support the reworking of this document, not all share the same 

motivation.  For progressive Christians or non-Christians that attend MCC regularly, the current 

statement may be too Christian-specific and not Unitarian enough.  For someone like myself who 

still holds a more historical position toward Christianity, the statement is not specific enough.  I 

am a strong proponent of excluding divisive, ancillary issues on which Christians can have the 

freedom to disagree.  However, bedrock components of the faith, such as the kinds of things 
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previously affirmed in the various ecumenical creeds, are a must.  We are a church, and should 

be so ashamedly.  The lordship of God over all creation, including humanity; the reality of Jesus' 

life, death, resurrection, and exaltation; the enduring presence and empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit; the need for reconciliation between God and man and God's provision for such 

restoration; and the final consummation of the kingdom of God on earth in its fullness are items 

we must have a clear position on.  Many non-Christians believe Jesus existed.  Some will even 

offer him admiration.  So what makes us Christians different from those other people?  We 

believe more about Jesus than that, and this is the kind of thing we need to be asserting in a 

creedal statement.  If MCC decides to go fully Unitarian in its revised Statement of Faith, not only 

will it have become indistinguishable from the already extant UU church, but it will unknowingly 

reinforce the message of conservative Christians (who are not supportive of GLBT inclusion in the 

body of Christ):  "you really can't be gay and Christian after all."  MCC's opportunity is to claim a 

healthy, ecumenical orthodoxy from centuries of Christian history while retaining its affirmation 

of GLBT people as fully welcome at God's table and counted among God's redeemed people. 

 It should be as short as possible and not rely on old doctrinal concepts and language. 

 It should be clear enough to represent us as a Christian denomination, not a Unity church or 

something similar, but still broad enough to make everyone feel like they can relate. 

 It should be separate from MCC's Mission. 

 It should contain the heart and spirit of the Nicene Creed. The Statement of Faith cannot be too 

vague as to come out as if MCC is Unitarian Universalist. We value diversity and ecumenism, but 

must uphold our Christian identity. 

 It should cover only the basic essential core beliefs, allowing for variation among individuals and 

communities on nonessentials. 

 It should make a clear statement, easily understood by anyone that we are believers of God as 

the Creator, Christ as God's redemption, and the Holy Spirit as God in us enabling us to be who 

God has called us to be, disciples. 

 It would be great if it was clear in the Statement of Faith - that what we believe informs what we 

do.  I don't like how there is a strong emphasis on teaching/preaching etc. in the current one - 

but not a lot about how we re-order our lives to be what we believe.  I also think we should be 

clear that Jesus is our link to God and our lives are modeled on his. 

 It's not a big deal to me; more likely to divide us than unite. I'm not big on creeds. 

 I've been in the process of reshaping the Statement of Faith in my own denomination. I would 

encourage the development of something doxological and useful liturgically rather than just a 

sequence of beliefs or stands. I've been encouraging us to stick to the core Christian teachings - 

Jesus, etc. Rather than use it as a wedge in the culture wars. 

 I've said no to religious pluralism - IF you mean "all paths lead to God". If you mean respect other 

faiths, I'd agree. 

 Just because other people love to labour on about sin does not mean we should deny its 

existence and the need for all of us to be saved. 

 Keep Christ in the Statement of Faith, please. 

 Keep it concise and suitable for public recitation. 
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 Keep it simple. Try to be as inclusive as possible. 

 Keep the avenues of communication open at every step in the process. 

 Keep the Faith ALIVE!!!! 

 Keeping Christianity the focus is very important to me. I realize that as we gain presence into 

other countries and cultures, we tend to want to be inclusive. My greatest concern is that MCC 

will experience an exclusion of Christianity by trying to become too inclusive of other religions 

and/or beliefs. Let's be purposefully mindful in keeping our Christ the center of any 

communication describing our faith. 

 La declaración de fe y practica es un esbozo. No pretende ser un catecismo, o un curso de 

doctrina de ICM, no seria malo que de cada items o punto se pueda escribir (fuera de la 

declaracion) un manual o compendio de doctrinas que exclusivamente emanen de la declaracion 

 La Trinidad no es la única postura bíblica y fundamentada respecto a la concepción de Dios. 

También existe la doctrina de la *Unicidad* (Oneness). Me gustaría que la Declaración de Fe sea 

lo suficientemente amplia para incluir ambas posturas (por ejemplo, no mencionar el término 

"personas" ni "Trinidad"). 

 Leave as is. 

 Let's continue building God's kingdom on earth. My prayers are with all of you who are working 

on this crucial document. God bless the UFMCC! 

 Let's put the Bible on hold for 3 years, and examine other sacred scriptures from other traditions 

and contemporary theologians like Spong, Karen Armstrong, Pagels, Mandela, Kierkegaard, 

Rabbi David Cooper, Thomas Berry, Kazantzakis, Bonhoeffer, Tom Harpur, etc. 

 Like the Apostles' or Nicene Creeds, the Statement of Faith should be short and concise. I would 

be careful of making it too scholarly. One should be able to explain the MCC Statement of Faith 

to someone who belongs to another denomination, and to someone who has had no / little 

exposure to Christianity. 

 Looking at how fast the world is changing, how easily we have at least virtual access to other 

cultures, how diverse the world is, and how inclusive we claim to be, we can reflect these things 

while still acknowledging our history and affirming the already many beliefs within MCC. 

 Make it as inclusive as possible. Focus on our social justice and queer liberation theology, and 

how we can help heal the world. 

 Make it easier to read as a creed. 

 Make sure it is 100% Biblical. NO Islam whatsoever. Make sure it is Trinitarian only. NO 'new age' 

stuff. 

 Make this survey in Spanish would be a good idea. 

 Mayor difusión de la misma dentro de nuestra iglesia. 

 MCC Core Values constitute, in my opinion, a more encompassing Statement of Faith that serves 

as an umbrella to many different faiths and belief systems. 

 MCC has historically been at the forefront of theological innovation. I hope that our new 

Statement of Faith will reflect these queer theological "edges" more than our desire to be 

accepted within mainstream Christianity.  There are multitudes of excellent 

churches/denominations doing excellent work within mainstream inclusive settings. MCC's 
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queerness is what makes it prophetic and unique- I deeply fear we are losing this vision and hope 

our revised Statement of Faith will help us return to these roots. I am doing a lot of scholarship in 

these areas and would be happy to discuss this further with the team, if desired. 

 MCC was started on basic Christian beliefs and principles. I do not believe that we should ever 

deviate from that main point. However, as many of us do come from religious backgrounds and 

traditions, I think some could be included in worship situations with the understanding that we 

are a church who believes in the Trinity of God, the work of Jesus Christ did for us on Calvary and 

the grace of God that gives us in the term of God's Forgiveness. 

 METROPOLITAN STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 More and more MCCers are more eclectic or New Age influenced. Strict adherence to the 

language of the traditional creeds does not work for me. I also object strongly to the implication 

that God stopped revealing Him/her self in the last chapter of Revelations. Trinity causes me 

problems as well because though a useful device in describing the function of God, God is ONE 

and god is ALL. God is bigger and more dynamic than the Christian Creeds allow. I'm not sure 

Jesus was any more divine than I am. 

 More power to your elbow(s)'! Blessings and thanks as you proceed with this. 

 My views have changed from the rigid doctrines of my youth. I do not believe that the MCC 

needs rigid doctrines. 

 No comprendo como esta encuesta tan superficial pueda posibilitar una revisiòn profunda de 

nuestra declaraciòn de fe, intuyo que esto es solo parte de una metodologìa de trabajo que ira 

involucrando a más personas y propiciando momentos de reflexiòn y oración a todo nivel de 

nuestras comunidades. 

 No me gusta que se lean las lecturas de la iglesia catolica en los servicios 

 No, it is self-explanatory and as long as we are Christians, following the teachings of Christ, and 

believe He is the Son of God, who was raised from the dead and will return, what else is there to 

say? 

 NO, YO ESTOY EN ESTA ICM, PORQUE ESTOY DE ACUERDO CON TODOS LOS PUNTOS QUE TOCA, 

INCLUSO LA DECLARACIÓN  DE FE!!! 

 Thanks for your efforts. 

 Not a big believer of dogmas and creeds. 

 Not sure…. 

 Official Translation in Filipino. 

 Once again our web site is not very consumer friendly to find things. 

 One issue to keep in mind is the extent to which MCC defines itself within traditional Christian 

doctrine vs. being more open to those who may have doubts about this doctrine, or who may 

come from backgrounds outside of traditional Christianity, but who are looking for a spiritual 

home. I don't have the answers here, but I have noticed this to be an issue among MCC 

membership, and me personally. 

 Our founder Troy Perry emphasized that we need to keep the main thing, the main thing, and the 

main thing is Jesus our Savior. 

 Our Statement of Faith should be in my opinion our foundation of beliefs. 
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 People come from many different church backgrounds.  Some of us were treated very badly in 

the churches we grew up in.  Try not to mimic these churches in attitude and 'holiness' as far as 

having a checklist available for a person to follow, in order to get to heaven. 

 Perhaps off topic, but thank you so much for including "asexual" as an orientation option. This is 

the first time I haven't had to check "Other" or misrepresent myself on forced-answer forms! 

 Please avoid including anything which might serve a short term purpose but would eventually 

become outdated thus calling for yet another revision. 

 Please continue to communicate on this subject. 

 Please don't label me, I have enough already. 

 Please encourage every congregation to add more worship gatherings of different style where 

possible.  Still inclusive, but perhaps just songs and prayer, pure worship, in perhaps more 

Pentecostal "feel"? 

 Please ensure the final statement is brief and creates a big tent for our theological diversity. 

 Please keep it open ended and do not cave to putting in statements about Virgin Birth, 

Resurrection, sin, and afterlife.  I would encourage MCC to mirror the statement of beliefs found 

on the Progressive Christianity website.  We do not need to get more doctrinal. 

 Please keep this open, adaptable, flexible and short.  Should not be in the bylaws ever.  We do 

not legislate faith. 

 Please make this as inclusive as possible but PLEASE do not forget that we are a CHRISTIAN 

church. 

 Praying for you as you continue this work. 

 Precisa estar traduzida para o maior número de idiomas! Os mais difundidos, pelo menos, e os 

estratégicos:  - inglês;  - espanhol;  - português;  - francês;  - alemão;  - mandarim;  - yorubá;  - 

africâner;  - italiano;  - árabe. 

 PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS/ RELATIVE ROLES OF CLERGY AND LAITY TO SPELT OUT 

 Progressive Christianity stresses principles rather than statements.  In keeping with this it might 

be helpful to identify the beliefs we hold in common and articulate a framework with a few core 

principles at the centre which make room for diverse theologies and theologies which find 

meaning within the context of a community (the MCC) 

 Que se acentúe el Ecumenismo, ya que es una realidad mayoritaria dentro de las comunidades 

de ICM, con las que convivimos cotidianamente. Esto tiene que ser un precepto base para 

alguien que se acerca a la membresía, entender que respetamos al otro, en su percepción de 

Dios, de la Iglesia, aunque también desde y con una organización, para trabajar y celebrar 

juntos. 

 Que seja lida sempre com o reforço da vontade, muito mais do que da repetição. Que isso fosse 

mais estimulado na liturgia. 

 Que siempre sea resaltado que ICM recibe a todos y todas sin acepcion de personas. 

 Que tenhamos uma declaração que valorize nossa diversidade que reflita princípios cristão 

progressistas. 

 Remember that it is a "faith" statement foremost and that we are a church. 

 Review is always a good thing. 
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 Si quiero  y  deseo  que  nuestra  iglesia  sea mas  inclusiva, para  eso  tenemos  que  tener lideres  

que s ean  abiertos  y ayuden a  que  esa  inclusion  sea  efectiva,,,y  no  que  te  miren  como  

sucede  aca  en  nuestra  iglesia  local  de  argentina ...de  manera  no inclusiva...no  es  todo  el  

equipo  hay  algunos  que se alejan  de esa  inclusion  y  tienen poder  dentro  de la  iglesia  son 

ministros,  tendria  que  ver  una  especie  de  tribunal  o  consejo  que  evalue  las  conductas  de 

los  hermanos  y no  esperar  a  las  asambleas  si  hay  un  hermano/a que no  cumple  con  lo  

que  la ICM  espera...y  es  ministro  tiene  que dar un paso  al  costado  y  dejar  de  hacer  daño... 

 Simply it is to know God and make God known. Nothing else needs to be included. 

 Something along the lines of the inclusiveness of our community (LGBT) 

 Somos una iglesia con la fe en Jesús como Salvador y autor de nuestra fe, nos regimos por sus 

enseñanzas. 

 Somos una iglesia Cristiana el eje debe ser Cristo que es el único camino al Padre y medio de 

Salvación. 

 STOP BEING A "  'ONE SONG CHURCH: 

 Strive to be more inclusive with less restrictions on personal beliefs. 

 Take the high road and be as inclusive as Jesus. 

 TEXTO FINAL DA DECLARAÇÃO DE FÉ SINTÉTICO DE FÁCIL MEMORIZAÇÃO. 

 Thank you for all you are doing. 

 Thank you for caring enough to seek denominational input. 

 Thank you for doing this important work. God speed. 

 Thank you for opening this up to all...... 

 Thank you for tackling this.  What a challenge! 

 Thank you for taken on this awesome task.  So looking forward to some new wine in old wine 

skin. 

 Thank you for the gifts of time, talent, and wisdom you are giving in this process!!! 

 Thank you for the opportunity to have input. 

 Thank you for the work you are doing. May God bless you and guide you in your efforts. 

 Thank you for undertaking this important review. May God guide and bless you in this task. 

 Thank you for your leadership with such a tough task. 

 Thank you for your tireless efforts!  I believe you will do great things!! 

 Thank you for your work.  Your work is part of renewing Christianity for a new century and a new 

age.  It's not going to be easy.  Be Bold.  I'd use the Sermon on the Mount as your cannon within 

a cannon.  God Bless you.  Again, thank you. 

 Thank you! 

 Thanks for your open-heartedness. 

 The current MCC Statement of Faith is alright with me! 

 The current Statement is too long and too "religious".  It should emphasize our God given mission 

of unconditional inclusion, of recognizing and countering discrimination where ever it exists, and 

of seeking justice for all. 

 The inclusive nature of the Divine & unconditional love - no conditions. 
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 The invitation to communion is a powerful witness.  Focusing on what Jesus did at that last 

supper when he invited us to partake is sufficient.  Any time we put conditions on what we need 

to believe or not believe to participate puts more conditions on this open table.  Jesus made no 

such restrictions...take, eat, ALL of you, this is my body.... The open table is set... All are 

welcome....period.... If there is any transformation, change of heart, or furthering of the 

unbridled love of God as a result that is the Grace of God that we sometimes seek and other 

times are completely surprised by. 

 The opening up to all people and allowing flexibility to all Christians is very important.  We are all 

different and our needs require different parts of the faith. 

 The statement on communion seems to exclude visitors from non-Christian background, such as 

a visiting Jewish Rabi or Buddhist priest. 

 This "Statement of Faith" should be just that and no more.   A "statement of purpose" is 

something appropriate for another spot on our denominational and local websites. 

 This has been very difficult. 

 This is a foundational opportunity to make a point of distinction between the UFMCC and other 

mainline denominations who now welcome and minister to the LGBTQ community.  If we are to 

remain relevant and offer a value proposition other than being 'the gay church' - I'd suggest 

broadening our mission while acknowledging our past (see what MCC Toronto is doing). 

 This is a very essential project to undertake and update ever so often. 

 This is such important work!  I hear from people nearly every day, who want to know "who is 

MCC?"  They are from traditions that include metaphysical, spiritual, orthodox, evangelical, 

liberation, and even fundamentalist.  We are not people of one creed or system of belief.  It 

would be interesting, though maybe not too useful, to create the statement as to why we do not 

have one creed.  It is my opinion that the work of the early church was a project of hybridization: 

Jew and Gentile.  The latter was extremely diverse though lumped into one category.  We are in 

a similar discussion among ourselves between old and new Christianity in the US and the global 

communities.  At worst, we are still in a discussion between Christian and Gay.  I pray we make 

room for the multiplicity of our identities without doing the old gay apologetics.  Blessings and 

prayers for us all in this new day. 

 This should be a prayerful process, I am delighted you are including the wider denomination in 

informing this document as it represents the minimum that we all believe and reminds us of who 

we are and that we are one under God regardless of smaller differences in theology. 

 To be cautious about and changes that may inject political connotations.  A number of terms 

currently used in MCC documents have a political bent (e.g., terms typically only used by one 

political  bent)...finding those creeping into the foundational Statement of Faith for me would 

further marginalized some of us that already feel marginalized in an already liberal church. 

 To really look at the issue of what it really means to be an inclusive church. 

 Toleranz und Offenheit anderen Religionen gegenüber ist gut und wichtig. Ein 

Glaubensbekenntnis sollte jedoch den Glauben bezeugen, der MCC zur christlichen Kirche macht, 

sonst verlieren wir an Profil. 

 Try to keep a Complex statement Simplex. 
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 Updating the Statement of Faith periodically will provide a more accurate picture of our beliefs 

as we evolve and will help MCCers and those not in MCC better understand the role of MCC in 

the world. 

 We are a Christian church.  I believe we can be that and still accept other faiths or non-faiths.  

Let's not make the mistake of trying to be "politically correct".  We are who we are. 

 We are a local congregation with diverse religious backgrounds Muslims, Jews, Hindus and many 

Christian denominations who all worship together on Sunday and serve God throughout the 

week. In each other's presence all of our little God pieces come together, the Holy Spirit speaks in 

a language we all understand and we unite as one. I LOVE MCC and believe in its prophetic call 

to speak our truth and change the world. I am praying for you, this group of clergy and leaders 

who are charged with this difficult task. My prayer is that this statement if faith can somehow 

make the circle wide enough for EVERYONE. God Bless! 

 We are all one body under God, our heavenly Creator. Our Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit from the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be.  "Love" 

 We had to do a Statement of Faith for our seminary training.  Maybe ask for them to help put it 

together. 

 We have our own local Statement of Faith and link to this on our website, documents, etc. which 

is why I think this Statement of Faith does not need to be given out at a local level but new 

members do need to know what the denomination stands for. 

 We must embrace that each individual will experience G-D in their own way, and that respect 

must be offered should that experience be different than others or different from the 'majority'. 

(pluralism) 

 We must intentionally ensure that all language leaves the door open for others who walk 

different spiritual paths.  We are not truth-holders that specify and define how that path must be 

journeyed.  The more we open the door to possibility with the intent that we provide a safe space 

to explore/begin/deepen a relationship with the divine, the richer it will be for us all. 

 We need to clearly state that we are a Christian organization and believe in Jesus. 

 We need to ensure that this work does not lead to the more conservative or the more liberal 

leaving MCC, probably less is more but must stress Jesus and Trinity. 

 We need to make sure the Statement of Faith is clear about what we in MCC believe, but not so 

narrow it becomes exclusive rather than inclusive. We want room for some debate and some 

room for other perspectives not something that can be used against churches or individuals in a 

way that negates their spiritual journeys or experiences of God. 

 We should be a bible believing church with the Bible preached, and verses given every week. 

Congregants should be taught the love of our heavenly Creator, God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

We should be taught how the daily events are tied in with the last days in order to help prepare 

us for Christ's 2nd coming. 

 We should clearly assert that we are Christian. If we can't do that, then we have no reason for 

existing. My own local church wants to be so "inclusive" that "anything goes" in one's personal 

beliefs. We have lost over half of our members in five years. We have no "outreach" to the 

community. We have no concern for missions--just lip service. 
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 We should have a young adult version of everything. An easy guide for young adults who are 

new to the denomination. 

 We should remain a Christian Church and Plural Church. 

 We struggle being a community of faith for all people at being rooted in Christianity. I know our 

intention here but I have had Jewish friends tell me they're not entirely comfortable. 

 Well MCC is a Christian church we believe that there is many people of different faith that come 

for fellowship. 

 What a bold undertaking to represent a pluralistic community. 

 What strikes me most about MCC services I've attended is the loving and fully open Communion. 

However, the wording of the Statement of Faith makes it seem that Communion is limited only 

to believers, or those who feel "worthy." What is the actual MCC position on Communion? For 

some, or for all? 

 Whatever it is called, it should be as broad and inclusive as possible:  "Come as you are, believing 

as you do..." 

 Whatever this statement is it ought to be broad enough to encompass us all. Descriptive and an 

ideal rather than prescriptive. 

 While MCC should respect other religions -- should NOT degrade or condemn other faiths -- MCC 

should remain a CHRISTIAN denomination. 

 While understanding that MCC members are from many backgrounds. The Statement of Faith 

needs to make it clear MCC is a Christian church. 

 While we are a melting pot of faith traditions, I would like to see us remove ourselves from 

carrying that mantle and begin our own MCC traditions. After all, those faiths that we came 

from didn't love us, condemned us, asked us to leave in many cases, so why bother honoring 

those traditions. We're MCC!! I would also like to see our Statement of Faith reflect a progressive 

Christian theology that recognizes that there are many ways to God therefore becoming truly 

inclusive. Good Luck to the Commission. 

 Why do we need to define what we believe? I like the diversity of viewpoints. 

 Wish the statement had been included here for review 

 Yes. I would like to see more dimensions of God than "as parent".   "We are a Christian church 

who opens our doors to all people", or something like that.  It is important to me that we identify 

ourselves as a Christian community. 

 You are in my prayers. 

 Your task is great. If the statement remains only about beliefs: to say that our faith is based upon 

the principles of the historic Christian Creeds Apostles' and Nicene, should be sufficient without 

any further restatement. If we are to also address our understanding of God as LOVE and many 

other concerns as well as core values. What would be the most basic core values which would 

also serve as beliefs? Clarity and conciseness is preferred. Perhaps, the more open ended and 

shorter the better for our future evolution. 

 Your work worries more than any other commission I have witnessed in MCC.  From my 

perspective, we are a Christian church and so much more. 



64 
 

 

  



65 
 

Appendix I – Additional Faith Statements used by MCC Congregations 
The following statements and confessions were mentioned in by respondents in the Church Practices 

survey.  They are included here for reference, along with links to the pages where they can be found. 

 

The Confession of Inclusive Faith (A Christian Creed of Indonesia) 
Used by three responding congregations in Brazil, their Portuguese translation is provided first, followed 

by the English translation. 

Credo Cristão da Indonésia 

Creio em Deus, Pai de todos, que deu a terra a todos os povos e a todos ama sem distinção. Creio em 

Jesus Cristo, que veio para nos dar coragem, para nos curar do pecado e libertar de toda a opressão. 

Creio no Espírito Santo, Deus vivo que está entre nós e age em todo o homem e em toda a mulher de 

boa vontade. Creio na Igreja, posta como um farol para todas as nações, e guiada pelo Espírito Santo a 

servir todos os povos. Creio nos direitos humanos, na solidariedade entre os povos, na força da não-

violência. Creio que todos os homens e mulheres são igualmente humanos. Creio que só existe um 

direito igual para todos os seres humanos, e que eu não sou livre enquanto uma pessoa permanecer 

escrava. Creio na beleza, na simplicidade, no amor que abre os braços a todos, na paz sobre a terra. 

Creio, sempre e apesar de tudo, numa nova humanidade e que Deus criará um novo céu e uma nova 

terra, onde florescerão o amor, a paz e a justiça. Amém2 

Affirmation of Peace and Justice  

(adapted from a creed from Indonesia) 

All: I believe in God, who is love and who has given the earth to all people. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, who came to heal us, and to free us from all forms of oppression. 

I believe in the Spirit of God, who works in and through all who are turned towards the 

truth. 

I believe in the community of faith, which is called to be at the service of all people. 

I believe in God's promise to finally destroy the power of sin in us all, and to establish the 

kingdom of justice and peace for all mankind. 

Group A: I do not believei n the right of the strongest, nor the force of arms, nor the power of 

oppression. 

Group B: I believe in human rights in the solidarity of all people, in the power of non-violence. 

Group A: I do not believe in racism, in the power that comes from wealth and privilege, or in any 

established order that enslaves. 

                                                           
2
 http://www.icmbrasil.com/nacional/index.php/sobre-icm/declaracao-de-fe/nossa-confissao-de-fe 

http://www.icmbrasil.com/nacional/index.php/sobre-icm/declaracao-de-fe/nossa-confissao-de-fe
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Group B: I believe that all men and women are equally human, that order based on violence and 

injustice is not order. 

Group A: I do not believe that war and hunger are inevitable and peace unattainable. 

Group B: I believe in beauty of simplicity, in love with open hands, in peace on earth. 

All: I do not believe that suffering needs to be in vain, that death is the end, that the 

disfigurement of the world is what God intended. But I dare to believe, always and in spite 

of everything, in God's power to transform and transfigure, fulfilling the promise of a new 

heaven and a new earth where justice and peace will flourish.3 

 

A New Creed (from the United Church of Canada) 
Two churches, only one of which is located in Canada, report using this creed. 

We are not alone, 

    we live in God's world. 

We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God's presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

                                                           
3
 Geoffrey Duncan, Dare to Dream: A Prayer and Worship Anthology from around the World (London: Fount, 1995), 

50-51. 
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    Thanks be to God.4 

The Eight Points of Progressive Christianity (2003 version) 
One congregation reports using the following text. 

By calling ourselves progressive, we mean that we are Christians who: 

1.  Have found an approach to God through the life and teachings of Jesus; 

2.  Recognize the faithfulness of other people who have other names for the way to God’s realm, and 

acknowledge that their ways are true for them, as our ways are true for us; 

3.  Understand the sharing of bread and wine in Jesus’ name to be a representation of an ancient vision 

of God’s feast for all peoples; 

4.  Invite all people to participate in our community and worship life without insisting that they become 

like us in order to be acceptable (including but not limited to): 

 believers and agnostics, 

 conventional Christians and questioning skeptics, 

 women and men, 

 those of all sexual orientations and gender identities, 

 those of all races and cultures, 

 those of all classes and abilities, 

 those who hope for a better world and those who have lost hope, 

 without imposing on them the necessity of becoming like us; 

5.  Know that the way we behave toward one another and toward other people is the fullest expression 

of what we believe; 

6.  Find more grace in the search for meaning than in absolute certainty, in the questions than in the 

answers; 

7.  Form ourselves into communities dedicated to equipping one another for the work we feel called to 

do: striving for peace and justice among all people, protecting and restoring the integrity of all God’s 

creation, and bringing hope to those Jesus called the least of his sisters and brothers; 

8.  Who recognize that being followers of Jesus is costly, and entails selfless love, conscientious 

resistance to evil, and renunciation of privilege.5 

 

                                                           
4
 http://www.united-church.ca/beliefs/creed 

5
 http://progressivechristianity.org/past-versions/. For the most recent version, see 

http://progressivechristianity.org/the-8-points/.  

http://www.united-church.ca/beliefs/creed
http://progressivechristianity.org/past-versions/
http://progressivechristianity.org/the-8-points/
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United Church of Christ Statement of Faith 
While only one congregation reports using the UCC Statement of Faith, the statement was suggested in 

other input to the Commission through website feedback. 

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith—original version 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and to his deeds we 

testify: 

He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image and sets before him the ways of life and 

death. 

He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has come to us and shared our 

common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to himself. 

He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in 

covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his servants in the service of 

men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's 

baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 

He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for 

justice and peace, his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom which has no 

end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him. 

Amen.6 

 

Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism 
 

 1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 

congregations; 

 4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 

congregations and in society at large; 

                                                           
6
 http://www.ucc.org/beliefs/statement-of-faith.html The page also contains a revised version of the UCC 

Statement of Faith and a liturgical form set up as a doxology. 

http://www.ucc.org/beliefs/statement-of-faith.html
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 6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.7 

  

                                                           
7
 http://www.uua.org/beliefs/principles/  

http://www.uua.org/beliefs/principles/
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Appendix II – Mandates to the Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith 

Authorizing Motion of the 2013 General Conference 
“Move to authorize the Moderator and Governing Board to appoint a special task force to review, 

renew, and update our MCC Statement of Faith. This task force will include representatives from the 

Council of Elders and from the Theologies Team, as well as those representing the theological, cultural, 

and global diversity of MCC. It will also seek consultation from resources inside and outside of MCC. The 

document they bring forth will need to be approved by two-thirds of the Clergy House and of the Lay 

House of the General Conference of MCC, at the soonest, by General Conference 2016.” 

Charter of the Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith from the Governing 

Board 

Purpose and Expected Outcomes of the Commission 

1. The purpose of the Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith is to make recommendations for 

revisions of the current Statement of Faith to be presented by the Governing Board to the 

General Conference for consideration. 

2. Complete a comprehensive review to: 

a. Assess the current Statement of Faith. 

b. Consider previous processes of theological reflection in MCC. 

c. Study changes and trends in the larger religious landscape. 

3. Engage in consultation with the Council of Elders to gain their wisdom and insight as spiritual 

and pastoral leaders of MCC. 

4. Seek consultation from resources inside and outside of MCC. 

5. Facilitate a grass-roots dialogue to gain input and feedback on the review of the current 

Statement of Faith and recommendations for revisions. 

6. Complete the recommended revisions to the MCC Statement of Faith by January 31, 2016. 

Members of the Commission: 

The members of the commission, including the Chair, will be appointed by the Moderator and approved 

by the Governing Board by 18 December 2013. The Commission Members will: 

1. Include representatives from the Council of Elders and Theologies Team. 

2. Represent the theological, cultural, and global diversity of MCC. 

3. Hold a term of office from the time of their appointment through the consideration of their 

proposed revisions to the Statement of Faith by the General Conference. 

Process and Timeline of the Commission 

1. A process and timeline for achievement of the Commission’s purpose and expected outcomes 

shall be developed by the Commission in consultation with the Moderator and approved by the 

Governing Board by 1 March 2014. 

2. The comprehensive review of the current Statement of Faith shall be complete by 31 December 

2014. 
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3. The recommendations for revisions to the MCC Statement of Faith shall be complete by 31 

January 2016. 

Mutual accountabilities with the Governing Board 

1. The Office of the Moderator will maintain and be the point of contact for communication with 

the Chairperson of the Commission. 

2. The Chairperson of the Commission will submit periodic progress reports on the process and 

timeline to the Moderator as scheduled. 

Resources for the Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith 

1. The Office of the Moderator will be a primary resource to the Commission. 

2. Staff support will be provided to the Commission per the terms negotiated by the Moderator 

and Chairperson of the Commission. 

3. It is expected that most meetings of the Commission will be virtual; however, its initial meeting 

will be face-to-face. Additional face-to-face meetings may be added as allowed by the budget. 

4. A budget for the 2014 and 2015 calendar years will be developed by the Moderator and 

Chairperson subject to the approval of the Governing Board. 
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Appendix III – Commission Members 
Rev. Dr. Candace Shultis is a former Governing Board member, pastor of one of MCC’s largest 

churches, King of Peace MCC in St. Petersburg, Florida. She has a D. Min from Wesley Theological 

Seminary. 

Rev. Dr. Candace Shultis, Chair; St. Petersburg, Florida (USA), grew up in Kingston, NY and Pittsfield, 

MA. She earned her baccalaureate degree from the University of Massachusetts (Amherst), B.B.A., in 

1973, her master’s and her doctorate at Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, DC, M.Div., 1980 

and D. Min., 2004. From November, 1973 through August, 1976, she served as a disbursing officer in the 

United States Marine Corps. During that time she attended Foundry United Methodist Church, sang in 

the choir and was a part of the prayer and healing ministry. She first attended the Metropolitan 

Community Church of Washington, DC in 1979.  

Candace served as the Associate Pastor of MCC Washington from 1983 until 1995 when she was elected 

Pastor. She was called and elected to be the Pastor at King of Peace MCC, St. Petersburg, FL in 

December, 2007. 

Candace has served in a number of denominational capacities including Assistant District Coordinator, as 

a member and then chair of the Clergy Credentials and Concerns Committee and most recently as a 

member of the Governing Board of the denomination. She has preached in churches and at events from 

New Haven CT to Sydney Australia. 

Candace has a passion for preaching and very much enjoys working with the terrific staff and 

congregation of King of Peace! She and her partner of 20 years, Barbara, also enjoy the company of their 

three dachshunds: Wendy, Molly, and Dolly. 

Rev. Elder Héctor Gutiérrez is an Elder in MCC, and leads MCC’s Iberoamerica ministry, and is a 

doctoral candidate with emphasis on Christology. He will represent the Elders on this Commission. 

Rev. Elder Héctor Gutiérrez; Guadalajara, Jalisco (Mexico), has been a member of MCC since 2002. He 

has served as the Interim Pastor at ICM (MCC) Casa de Luz, Monterrey, Mexico; and as the 

Church Development Officer in Latin America. 

Rev. Gutiérrez has spent most of his career as a professor at universities and seminaries in Mexico. He 

provides pastoral support, wisdom, and advice for MCC groups, missions and churches in Iberoamerica. 

He also conducts workshops on a variety of topics for MCC’s ministry in Iberoamerica and beyond. 

Rev. Gutiérrez’s pastoral presence and open spirit help him not only to hear but empathize with 

marginalized sisters and brothers across Iberoamerica. His ability to communicate complex theological 

concepts and God’s unconditional love has allowed him to rapidly develop new groups in different 

countries. 

Bryce E. Rich is doctoral candidate at the University of Chicago Divinity School. Bryce is an MCC lay 

person who also has ties to the Orthodox Church. He is the Chair of MCC’s Theologies Team, and will 

represent them on the Commission. 
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Bryce E. Rich; Chicago, Illinois (USA),  is a PhD Candidate in Theology at The University of Chicago 

Divinity School, where his research focuses on the intersection of Eastern Orthodoxy and queer theory. 

He received his Master of Arts in Religion from Lancaster Theological Seminary, in Lancaster, PA, and his 

Bachelor of Arts in Russian & Eastern Studies from the University of Kentucky. His other academic 

interests include liturgical theology, theological anthropology, mimetic theory, and the uses of 

technology in education and worship.  

Before concentrating on his religious training, Bryce worked for a US nonprofit in Russia, living in 

Moscow and Siberia. His spiritual journey began in the Southern Baptist church, but has included time in 

the Charismatic, Episcopal and Mennonite traditions, as well as membership with MCC congregations 

and finally reception into the Eastern Orthodox Church. Bryce’s academic website can be found at 

http://www.brycerich.com. 

Rev. Cathy Alexander is a graduate of Wesley Theological seminary, a Network leader, a member of 

the MCC Washington, D.C. staff, and a leader in MCC’s PAD movement. She recently completed a term 

as chair of the Governing Board Nominating Committee. 

Rev. Cathy Alexander; Washington, D.C. (USA), serves MCC of Washington DC as the Minister of 

Congregational Connections as well as the Network Leader for the Eastern Network. Cathy has a 

passion for living worship, music, theology and learning. She is actively involved with MCC at both the 

local and denominational levels from leadership retreats to serving on denominational teams, most 

recently as chair of the MCC Governing Board Nominating Committee. She is a graduate with honors 

from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC, and has served as a contributor to the MCC 

Theologies Team Holy Conversations. Cathy enjoys singing, small group conversations, playing the guitar 

and traveling. 

Rev. Dr. Axel Schwaigert is the founding pastor of MCC in Stuttgart, Germany, and has a D. Min 

degree from the Episcopal Divinity School. Axel has been a member of the Theologies Team from its 

beginning in 2006. 

Rev. Dr. Axel Schwaigert; Stuttgart, Baden-Württemberg (Germany), received his Diplom in Evangelisch 

Theologie (Diploma in Protestant Theology) from the School of Theological Studies at Tubingen 

(Germany) and studied inter-religious dialogue at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA.  He began his 

pastoral training in 1998 at MCC Bournemouth.  In 2000 he launched the new Salz der Erde MCC 

Stuttgart during Gay Pride.  After 10 years of building this new congregation in surroundings not familiar 

with independent churches, Axel went on to earn his Doctor of Ministry degree at Episcopal Divinity 

School in Cambridge, MA. 

In his secular life, Axel works as a funeral director.  He loves singing, dancing, and acting on stage in 

musicals, which he sometimes dares at a community theater of the US Forces in Stuttgart. 

Rev. Karl Hand is an Australian, a young adult pastor of Crave MCC in Sydney, and an activist. He 

served on the REVM faculty in The Philippines, and is a Ph.D candidate with a specialization in New 

Testament from Charles Strut University. 

http://brycerich.com/
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Rev. Karl Hand; Leichhardt, New South Wales (Australia), is an ordained minister in Metropolitan 

Community Church, and the founding pastor of Crave MCC in Sydney Australia. 

Karl has an evangelical theology, a Pentecostal spirituality, and a liberationist hermeneutic. He enjoys 

provocative and playful readings of the scripture which trigger spiritual transformation and cognitive 

growth. He is passionate about social transformation, and is the co-convenor of Community 

Action Against Homophobia, an activist group which campaigns for the rights of the LGBTI community in 

Australia. He has taught Exegesis and Greek courses at UTC as well as Australian Catholic University, and 

the University of Newcastle. He holds two masters degrees in theology and philosophy, and is in the 

final stages of submitting his PhD through Charles Sturt University, which is about the source history of 

the gospel of Luke. 

The Commission on the MCC Statement of Faith is also served with staff support by Linda Brenner-

Beckstead. 
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